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Extra ordinary meeting of Secretaries General
Brussels, 7 December
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS ON IPEX
9 December 2009

Summary

The Secretaries General of the EU national parliaments and the European Parliament convened in Brussels on 7 December 2009 to discuss the topic “Preparations for Lisbon – Consequences for the national parliaments and for cooperation between the European Parliament and national parliaments”. The Secretaries General of the parliaments of the EU candidate countries were invited to attend the meeting on an observer basis.

As part of the Swedish EUSC Presidency, and in view of an early entry into force of the Treaty of Lisbon, the Secretary General of the Riksdag together with the Secretary General of the European Parliament called the meeting to launch a debate on adapting EU interparliamentary cooperation to the new Treaty. From the meeting, the following could be noted:

1. Presentations were made by the Secretaries General of the European Parliament and the Commission on the views of their respective institutions on cooperation with national parliaments under the Lisbon Treaty. The presentations were followed by questions and answers.


2. Following an introduction by the Secretary General of the Swedish Riksdag on issues relating to EU interparliamentary cooperation, and on the basis of a background paper on preconditions for discussion and issues of priority, distributed before the meeting, a debate took place. Comments at the Secretaries General meeting underlined that future interparliamentary cooperation needs to be flexible and based on effective use of existing mechanisms. Institutionalisation, formalisation and excessive meeting activity need to be avoided.


3. The Secretaries General launched a process among themselves of open deliberation on future interparliamentary cooperation under the Treaty of Lisbon. The aim of the process is to reach consensus on practical cooperation and to prepare issues on matters of principle for debate among the Speakers at the EUSC meeting in Stockholm on 14-15 May 2010.


4. The process, coordinated by the EUSC Presidency, is to be open to participation by all EU parliaments on an equal basis. It is to be conducted using electronic means. A forum on IPEX has been commissioned as a platform for the process. In this forum parliaments will be able to upload contributions of their own and comment on contributions of other parliaments. In order to structure and foster debate, questionnaires could be considered. Complementary ad hoc video conferences and meetings can be convened if necessary.


5. An initial Speakers’ contribution to the process will be provided by the extraordinary EUSC meeting in Stockholm on 11-12 December.


6. A progress report on the process will be compiled by the EUSC Presidency ahead of the Secretaries General meeting in Stockholm on 8 March 2010. Conclusions from the Speakers Conference in May 2010 will summarise the process and outline the scope for continued work during the subsequent EUSC Presidency.


7. At the Secretaries General meeting, an exchange of views and best practices on parliamentary scrutiny of the handling of EU matters by governments took place on the basis of a presentation by the Secretary General of the German Bundestag on the procedures recently introduced in that Chamber.


8. The Chair of the IPEX Board, the Secretary General of the Danish Parliament, gave a report on the current status of IPEX. The Secretaries General appointed a new IPEX Board for 2010 and agreed on a set of conclusions on IPEX, see annex.

7 December

ANNEX
CONCLUSIONS ON IPEX

1) The Secretaries General take note of the annual report on the current status of IPEX and thank the IPEX Board for its work in 2009. 


2) The Secretaries General approve, in accordance with the IPEX Guidelines, the composition of the 2010 IPEX Board:
· Germany Bundestag (Chair)
· The national parliaments presiding over the previous, current and upcoming Conference of the Speakers of European Union Parliaments [Sweden, Belgium and Poland (Sejm)]

· Denmark

· United Kingdom House of Commons

· Italy Camera dei Deputati, Senato della Repubblica

· France Assemblée Nationale, Sénat

· Hungary

· Portugal

· Romania Chamber of Deputies, Senate
· Slovenia National Assembly

· The European Parliament
· COSAC and the ECPRD (associate members)


3) The Secretaries General recall the conclusions of the Speakers’ Conference in Paris and Lisbon, which encourage national parliaments to include summaries in English or French and other languages of important decisions. The Secretaries General adopt the guidelines on this matter put forward by the Board (Annexe 1) and commit to take appropriate measures to ensure that, within their respective chamber, sufficient resources for translation are provided for.


4) The Secretaries General concur in the conclusions from the Speakers’ Conference in Paris that IPEX could play a key role in the implementation of the Lisbon Treaty concerning the monitoring of subsidiarity. To ensure an effective exchange of information, the Secretaries General call on the EU institutions to submit draft legislative acts and relevant information, e.g. on applicable procedure and deadlines, directly to IPEX at the same time as they are submitted to national parliaments.


5) In this respect, the Secretaries General in particular welcome the Commission’s constructive approach to cooperation with IPEX as confirmed in the conclusions from the IPEX Board meeting on 9 October 2009 (Annexe 2), which are endorsed by the Secretaries General.


6) The Secretaries General encourage national parliaments to immediately exchange information through IPEX on adopted reasoned opinions and, as far as possible, strive for an early exchange of information on preliminary findings before reasoned opinions are adopted and before the 8-week period has elapsed.


7) The Secretaries General welcome the preparations carried out by the Board and the Central Support for adapting IPEX to the Lisbon Treaty and urge for this work to be finalised as soon as possible. In this work, priority should be given, within the framework of the monitoring of subsidiarity, to ensuring effective submission and publication of EU documents, and also redesign of relevant sections and functions taking into account new documents and information.


8) The Secretaries General underline the importance of improving the capacity of IPEX and welcome the improvements in the IPEX technical platform and ongoing work to improve the IPEX graphic design. The Secretaries General urge for this work to be continued in order to meet the needs of parliamentary exchange of information.


9) The Secretaries General welcome the European Commission’s ambition to sustain and further develop political dialogue with the national parliaments in parallel to the subsidiarity check. The Secretaries General reiterate the conclusions from their meeting in Paris, where the European Commission was asked to ensure that the functionality of the Commission’s website concerning the political dialogue does not duplicate the work of IPEX.


10) The Secretaries General invite national parliaments to also make opinions submitted to the Commission as part of the political dialogue available to the European Parliament at the same time, using IPEX or in some other way.


11) The Secretaries General take note of the transfer of the ipex.eu domain from Folketinget to the European Parliament, completed by 18 November, meaning that the European Parliament now has the administrative and technical ownership as regards the ipex.eu website and mail domain.

ANNEX 1
GUIDELINES for the translation/summary of important decisions on IPEX

In order to respond to the invitation by the Speakers' Conference of Lisbon and Paris to publish summaries of important decisions in English or French and other languages, and following the conclusions of the working group n. 2 "Providing added-value to parliamentary information on IPEX", adopted at the IPEX Correspondents meeting in Rome, national parliaments are provided with the following guidelines:

- the link section of each national parliament/chamber in the IPEX website, should be updated with short summaries (in English or French) of its internal scrutiny procedures and translation practice. 

- National parliaments/chambers should decide on whether to translate full texts or summaries of decisions adopted.

- Translations/translated summaries should involve the following categories of decisions: 

1. decisions dealing with subsidiarity issues (
2. reasoned opinions (….. symbol to be decided); 

3. decisions sent by the national parliament/chamber to the European Commission under the Barroso initiative;
4. any important information that national parliament/chamber wishes to exchange ([image: image1.png]


 symbol).
- Symbols should be assigned according to the "Guidelines for the application of IPEX symbols".

- In order to increase the added-value to parliamentary information on IPEX, personal dialogue among IPEX correspondents is encouraged. 

ANNEX 2
Conclusions from the IPEX Board meeting 9 October 2009

Cooperation regarding the Application of protocol 2 of the Lisbon Treaty on Subsidiarity and Proportionality

Cooperation with the Commission

1. The European Commission has agreed to send draft legislative acts and its amended drafts to national parliaments and IPEX at the same time as to the Union legislator. The Commission will send a formal notification to national parliaments and IPEX on the day of the publication of the last language version of the draft legislative act, indicating when the 8-weeks period starts.


2. The Commission has agreed to send a recapitulative list of all draft legislative acts and consultation documents to national parliaments and IPEX every week.


3. Just after the end of the 8-weeks period the Commission has agreed to – if the threshold in article 7 is triggered – inform national parliaments, IPEX as well as the Union legislator on the next step to be taken with regard to the reasoned opinions received from national parliaments.


4. The Commission has agreed to disregard the month of August when determining the 8-weeks period referred to in article 6 of protocol No. 2.


5. The Commission has agreed to send its reasoned decisions (yellow card) and its reasoned opinions (orange card) to national parliaments, IPEX and the Union legislator.


6. The Commission has agreed to send the answers to national parliaments’ reasoned opinions to national parliaments, IPEX and the Union legislator in the original language of its reasoned opinion as well as in one of the working languages of the Commission.


7. The Commission has agreed to conduct regular meetings with IPEX through the establishment of a Contact Group. The Contact Group will be responsible for agreeing the modalities for the cooperation between the Commission and IPEX, including the specific procedures for transferring documents from the Commission to the IPEX website.
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