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Berlin, 3 April 2014

Opinion of the German Bundesrat on the draft Rules of Procedure for the
tConference pursuant to Article 13 of the Fiscal Pac

Dear Mr. Speaker,

Thank you very much for your letter dated 27th February 2014, which reinvigorates 
the debate on the Rules of Procedure for the Conference pursuant to Article 13 of 
the Fiscal Pact.

The conclusions from the meeting of the EU Parliaments’ Speakers Conference in 
Nicosia in April 2013 set out clear guidelines for the Article 13 Conference. This 
framework adopted by the Speakers of the Parliaments must also be reflected in the 
Rules of Procedure for the Conference. 

My colleague Professor Dr. Lammert, President of the German Bundestag, has 
already communicated highly specific amendments to you. The Bundesrat 
unreservedly endorses this appraisal by the German Bundestag.

The Bundesrat takes a particularly critical view of the proposals on Points 3.2 and 
4.1, which stipulate that limits should be placed on the size of delegations. Our 
criticism is directed both to the general limitation to four or six delegates, and to 
the last sentence of Point 4.1, which provides that the host parliament shall be 
entitled to limit the size of delegations for budgetary or logistic reasons. The 
conclusions from the Nicosia EU Parliaments’ Speakers Conference are 
unambiguous on the question of the size of delegations and stipulate that each 
parliament shall determine the size of its delegation at its own discretion and with 
no limitations.



May I assure you that I very much appreciate your endeavours to progress with this 
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complex debate. I hope that the Working Group will be able to reach agreement 
rapidly at the meeting in the second half of this year on the basis of the revised 
version of the Rules of Procedure. 

Yours respectfully

(signed)

Stephan Weil
President of the Bundesrat
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