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Austrian Nationalrat and Bundesrat

1. Please enter the name of your Parliament/Chamber and your contact details (contact person,
telephone number, e-mail address). / Veuillez indiquer le nom de votre Parlement/Chambre et vos
coordonées (personne de contact, numéro de telephone, adresse e-mail).

Gerhard Koller
+43 1 40110 2644
Gerhard.koller@parlamament.gv.at

2. 1. Has your Parliament/Chamber discussed the following documents? (More than one response is
possible.) :

Votre parlement/chambre a-t-il/elle discuté des documents suivants (Plus d'une réponse est
possible.):

. No, and
. Yes, debate in
Yes Yes, debate in different No. but a there are
’ the EU Affairs T no
debate . sectoral debate is
. Committee / . relevant
in o committees / planned /
Oui, débat o plans /
plenary / Oui, débat Non,
) dans la . Non, et
Oui, o dans mais un
i commission . ] un tel
débat en . différentes tel débat )
o des affaires o i débat
pléniére i commissions est prévu ,
européennes i n'est pas
sectorielles ]
prévu
The Rome Declaration /
Déclaration de Rome v
Commission's White
Paper on the future of
Europe (COM(2017)
2025) /Livre blanc de la
Commission sur 'avenir
de I'Europe (COM(2017)
2025) v
Commission’s reflection
paper on the social
dimension of Europe /
Document de réflexion
de la Commission sur la
dimension sociale de
I'Europe v
Commission’s reflection
paper on harnessing
globalisation / Document
de réflexion de la
Commission sur la v



maitrise de la
mondialisation

Commission’s reflection

paper on the deepening

of the Economic and

Monetary Union /

Document de réflexion

de la Commission sur

I'approfondissement de

I'Union économique et

monétaire v

Commission’s reflection

paper on the future of

European defence /

Document de réflexion

de la Commission sur

I'avenir de la défense

européenne v

Commission’s reflection

paper on the future of

EU finances / Document

de réflexion de la

Commission sur I'avenir

des finances de I'UE v

3. Other, please specify:
Autre, veuillez préciser:

Not answered.

4. 2. Has your Parliament/Chamber adopted any positions, opinions or resolutions on the Rome
Declaration?

Votre parlement/chambre a-t-il/elle adopté des positions, des opinions ou des résolutions sur la
Déclaration de Rome?

No discussions have been held and no positions, opinions or resolutions have been adopted / Aucune
discussion n'a eu lieu et aucune position, opinion ou résolution n'a été adoptée

5. If a position, opinion or resolution has been adopted, please describe it briefly (500 characters
maximum):

Si une position, une opinion ou une résolution a été adoptée, veuillez la décrire brievement (500
caractéres au maximum):

Not answered.



6. 3. In your Parliament’s/Chamber’s opinion, what is the biggest challenge for the EU? (Please select
up to three options.)

Selon votre parlement/chambre, quel est le plus grand défi pour I'UE? (Veuillez choisir trois options
au maximum.)

Distrust of citizens / Méfiance de la population

Security / Sécurité

Terrorism / Terrorisme

Social and economic inequalities / Inégalités sociales et économiques
Other, please specify / Autre, veuillez préciser:

7. 4. Has your Parliament/Chamber adopted any positions, opinions or resolutions on the European
Commission’s White Paper on the future of Europe (COM(2017) 2025)?

Votre parlement/chambre a-t-il/elle adopté des positions, des opinions ou des résolutions sur le livre
blanc de la Commission sur I'avenir de I'Europe (COM(2017) 2025)?

No discussions have been held and no positions, opinions or resolutions have been adopted / Aucune
discussion n'a eu lieu et aucune position, opinion ou résolution n'a été adoptée

8. If a position, opinion or resolution has been adopted, please describe it briefly (500 characters
maximum):

Si une position, une opinion ou une résolution a été adoptée, veuillez la décrire brievement (500
caractéres au maximum):

Not answered.

9. 5. In its White Paper, the European Commission has presented five scenarios for Europe by 2025.
Has your Parliament/Chamber discussed and analysed these scenarios?

Dans son livre blanc, la Commission européenne a proposé cing scénarios pour I'Europe a I'horizon
2025. Votre parlement/chambre a-t-il/elle discuté et analysé ces scénarios?

It intends to do so / Le parlement/la chambre prévoit de le faire

10. If yes, please specify which scenario is preferred by/ is acceptable for your Parliament and why
(500 characters maximum):

Si oui, veuillez préciser quel scénario est préférable/acceptable pour votre parlement et pourquoi
(500 caractéres au maximum):

Not answered.

11. 6. In your Parliament’s/Chamber’s opinion, where should the EU integrate/cooperate more?
(Please select up to three options.)

Selon votre parlement/chambre, quels domaines nécessitent plus d'intégration/de coopération de la
part de I'UE? (Veuillez choisir trois options au maximum.)

Migration / Migration
Taxation / Fiscalité
Other, please specify / Autre, veuillez préciser:



12. 7. Has your Parliament/Chamber adopted any positions, opinions or resolutions on the
Commission’s reflection paper on the social dimension of Europe?

Votre parlement/chambre a-t-il/elle adopté des positions, des opinions ou des résolutions
concernant le document de réflexion de la Commission sur la dimension sociale de I'Europe?

No discussions have been held and no positions, opinions or resolutions have been adopted / Aucune
discussion n'a eu lieu et aucune position, opinion ou résolution n'a été adoptée

13. If a position, opinion or resolution was adopted, please describe it briefly (500 characters
maximum):

Si une position, une opinion ou une résolution a été adoptée, veuillez la décrire brievement (500
caractéres au maximum):

Not answered.

14. 8. Has your Parliament/Chamber adopted any positions, opinions or resolutions on the
Commission’s reflection paper on harnessing globalisation?

Votre parlement/chambre a-t-il/elle adopté des positions, des opinions ou des résolutions
concernant le document de réflexion de la Commission sur la maitrise de la mondialisation?

No discussions have been held and no positions, opinions or resolutions have been adopted / Aucune
discussion n'a eu lieu et aucune position, opinion ou résolution n'a été adoptée

15. If a position, opinion or resolution was adopted, please describe it briefly (500 characters
maximum):

Si une position, une opinion ou une résolution a été adoptée, veuillez la décrire brievement (500
caractéres au maximum):

Not answered.

16. 9. Has your Parliament/Chamber adopted any positions, opinions or resolutions on the
Commission’s reflection paper on the deepening of the Economic and Monetary Union?
Votre parlement/chambre a-t-il/elle adopté des positions, des opinions ou des résolutions
concernant le document de réflexion de la Commission sur I'approfondissement de I'Union
économique et monétaire?

No discussions have been held and no positions, opinions or resolutions have been adopted / Aucune
discussion n'a eu lieu et aucune position, opinion ou résolution n'a été adoptée

17. If a position, opinion or resolution was adopted, please describe it briefly (500 characters
maximum):

Si une position, une opinion ou une résolution a été adoptée, veuillez la décrire brievement (500
caractéres au maximum):

Not answered.

18. 10. Has your Parliament/Chamber adopted any positions, opinions or resolutions on the
Commission’s reflection paper on the future of European defence?
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Votre parlement/chambre a-t-il/elle adopté des positions, des opinions ou des résolutions
concernant le document de réflexion de la Commission sur I'avenir de la défense européenne?

No discussions have been held and no positions, opinions or resolutions have been adopted / Aucune
discussion n'a eu lieu et aucune position, opinion ou résolution n'a été adoptée

19. If a position, opinion or resolution was adopted, please describe it briefly (500 characters
maximum):

Si une position, une opinion ou une résolution a été adoptée, veuillez la décrire brievement (500
caractéres au maximum):

Not answered.

20. 11. Has your Parliament/Chamber adopted any positions, opinions or resolutions on the
Commission’s reflection paper on the future of EU finances?

Votre parlement/chambre a-t-il/elle adopté des positions, des opinions ou des résolutions
concernant le document de réflexion de la Commission sur I'avenir des finances de I'UE?

No discussions have been held and no positions, opinions or resolutions have been adopted / Aucune
discussion n'a eu lieu et aucune position, opinion ou résolution n'a été adoptée

21. If a position, opinion or resolution was adopted, please describe it briefly (500 characters
maximum):

Si une position, une opinion ou une résolution a été adoptée, veuillez la décrire brievement (500
caractéres au maximum):

Not answered.

22.12. The European Parliament has presented three reports on the future of the EU. Has your
Parliament/Chamber discussed these reports? (More than one response is possible.)

Le Parlement européen a présenté trois rapports sur I'avenir de I'UE. Votre parlement/chambre a-t-
il/lelle discuté de ces rapports? (Plus d'une réponse est possible.)

. No, and
. Yes, debate in
Yes, debate in . No, buta there are
Yes, i different .
the EU affairs debate is no
debate ) sectoral
. Committee / ) planned relevant
in o committees /
Oui, débat o / Non, plans /
plenary / Oui, débat .
) dans la mais un Non, et
Oui, o dans i
i commission o tel débat un tel
débat en . différentes )
. des affaires o est débat
pléniere , commissions , ,
européennes i prévu n'est pas
sectorielles ]
prévu
Mercedes Bresso and
Elmar Brok resolution on
improving the functioning
of the European Union v



building on the potential of
the Lisbon Treaty

(P8 _TA(2017)0049) /
Résolution, rédigée par
Mercedes Bresso et Elmar
Brok, sur I'amélioration du
fonctionnement de I'Union
européenne en mettant a
profit le potentiel du traité
de Lisbonne

(P8 _TA(2017)0049)

Guy Verhofstadt resolution
on possible evolutions of
and adjustments to the
current institutional set-up
of the European Union
(P8_TA(2017)0048) /
Résolution, rédigée par
Guy Verhofstadt, sur les
évolutions et adaptations
possibles de la structure
institutionnelle actuelle de
I'UE (P8_TA(2017)0048) v

Reimer Boge and
Pervenche Beres
resolution on budgetary
capacity for the euro area
(P8_TA(2017)0050) /
Résolution, rédigée par
Reimer Boge and
Pervenche Beres, sur la
capacité budgétaire de la
zone euro
(P8_TA(2017)0050) v

23. Other, please specify:
Autre, veuillez préciser:

A Parliamentary Enquete on the Future of Europe will be held by the Federal Council on 7 November 2017

24. If yes, briefly describe the main conclusions of the discussions (500 characters maximum):
Si oui, veuillez décrire brievement les conclusions principales des discussions (500 caractéres au
maximum):

Not answered.



25. 13. All the European Parliament’s reports on the future of the EU propose some institutional
arrangements on the EU level. Please tick the arrangements that your Parliament/Chamber considers
necessary.

Tous les rapports du Parlement européen sur I'avenir proposent des mesures institutionnelles au
niveau de I'UE. Veuillez cocher les mesures que votre parlement/chambre considére nécessaires.

Not answered.

26. Other, please specify:
Autre, veuillez préciser:

(Austrian Position) As a first step, it would be useful to implement the Treaty of Lisbon, which would be a
reduction of the number of Commissioners, the next steps should then be discussed.

(Green Party) Enhancing the status of the European Parliament as so called fully fledged government: own-
initiative right for EP, EP elects commission as government; council as second chamber

27.14. Does your Parliament/Chamber support changing the EU treaties in shaping the future of the
EU?

Votre parlement/chambre soutient-il/elle la modification des traités européens pour construire
I'avenir de I'UE?

No opinion / Aucun avis

28. 15. In what other ways has your Parliament/Chamber discussed the future of the EU (2 examples,
500 characters maximum)?

De quelle autre maniére votre parlement/chambre a-t-il/elle discuté de I'avenir de I'UE (2 exemples,
500 caractéres au maximum)?

Austrian Position: The future of the European Union is an overall topic, especially during preparatory
committees for the European Council, MPs are debating lively the future of the European Union.

29. 16. If you wish to provide any additional information on Chapter 1, please do so below:
Si vous souhaitez fournir des informations supplémentaires sur le chapitre 1, veuillez le faire ci-
dessous:

Not answered.

30. 1. Does your Parliament/Chamber have a specific action plan to improve interaction between the
Parliament/Chamber and the wider public?

Votre parlement/chambre a-t-il/elle un plan d'action spécifique pour améliorer son interaction avec le
grand public?

Yes / Oui
31. If yes, what are the main principles/objectives of this action plan (500 characters maximum)?

Si oui, quels sont les principes/objectifs principaux de ce plan d'action (500 caractéres au
maximum)?



Increased intertaction via various measures, e.g. Democracy Workshop, Youth Parliament, Citizens® Initiative
online, Enquiry Service, Project Crowdsourcing etc.

32. 2. Does your Parliament/Chamber have specific rules or a framework for the involvement of
citizens in EU related matters?

Votre parlement/chambre a-t-il/elle des régles spécifiques ou un cadre réglementaire pour
I'implication des citoyens dans les questions liées a I'UE?

Yes / Oui

33. If yes, what are the main principles/objectives and measures of these rules or framework (500
characters maximum)?

Si oui, quels sont les principes/objectifs principaux et les mesures de ces régles ou de ce cadre
réglementaire (500 caractéres au maximum)?

Specific provisions in the Rules of Procedure of the National Council and the Federal Council, EU
Information Act etc. (dealing mainly with access to EU related information and to sessions of the EU
committees)

34. 3. How do the committees responsible for EU matters in your Parliament/Chamber involve civil
society in parliamentary debates? (More than one response is possible.)

Comment les commissions chargées des affaires européennes de votre parlement/chambre font-
elles participer la société civile aux débats parlementaires? (Plus d'une réponse est possible.)

Directly (Actively seeking direct contact with NGOs) /] Directement (recherchant activement un contact direct
avec les ONG)

Via the Government (Government already involves NGOs before sending EU materials to the Parliament) /
Par l'intermédiaire du gouvernement (le gouvernement fait participer les ONG avant d'envoyer les
documents concernant I'UE au parlement)?

Openly (Open to NGO participation in committee meetings) / Ouvertement (les réunions des commissions
sont ouvertes a la participation des ONG)

Passively (Sharing information with NGOs) / Passivement (en échangeant des informations avec des ONG)

35. 4. How and how often are civil society organisations involved in the debates on EU matters in
your Parliament/Chamber?

Comment et a quelle fréquence est-ce que les organisations de la société civile participent aux
débats sur les affaires européennes dans votre parlement/chambre ?

Regularly / Sometimes Occasionally / Never /
Régulierement / Parfois Occasionnellement  Jamais
Are civil society organisations
invited to participate in debates on
EU matters or in the decision-
making process in your
Parliament/Chamber? / Les
organisations de la société civile v



sont-elles invitées a participer aux
débats sur les affaires
européennes ou au processus de
prise de décision dans votre
parlement/chambre?

Are civil society organisations

asked for their written opinion on

EU matters discussed in your

Parliament/Chamber? / Les

organisations de la société civile

sont-elles invitées de présenter

leurs opinions écrites sur les

questions liées a I'UE, discutées

dans votre parlement/chambre? v

36. 5. Does your Parliament/Chamber have any specific cooperation formats for discussing EU
matters with civil society organisations?

Votre parlement/chambre a-t-il/elle des formats de coopération spécifiques pour discuter des
questions liées a I'UE avec des organisations de la société civile?

Yes / Oui

37. If yes, please specify:
Si oui, veuillez préciser:

Not answered.

38. 6. Do you have any digital platforms that allow citizens to be more engaged in EU matters and to
express their opinions on topics being discussed?

Avez-vous des plates-formes digitales qui permettent aux citoyens d'étre plus engagés dans les
affaires européennes et d'exprimer leurs opinions sur les sujets discutés?

No / Non

39. If yes, please specify:
Si oui, veuillez préciser:

Not answered.

40. 7. Does your Parliament/Chamber have a register for lobbyists?
Votre parlement/chambre posséde-t-il/elle un registre pour les lobbyistes?

No / Non

41. If yes, what are the main principle/objectives of this register?
Si oui, quels sont les principes/objectifs principaux de ce registre?

9



only at Federal Ministry of Justice

42. 8. Has your Parliament/Chamber discussed the possibilities of improving the involvement of civil
society in EU debates and the decision-making process?

Votre parlement/chambre a-t-il/elle discuté des possibilités d'améliorer I'implication de la société
civile dans les débats sur les affaires européennes et dans le processus de prise de décision?

Yes / Oui

43. If yes, please specify:
Si oui, veuillez préciser:

Debates led to various amendments to Rules of Procedure of the National Council and the Federal Council
and the entering into force of the EU Information Act (access to EU related information e.g. via public EU
database and and access to sessions of the EU committees etc.)

44. 9. Are the EU Affairs Committee meetings at your Parliament/Chamber open to the public?
Les réunions de la commission des affaires européennes de votre parlement/chambre sont-elles
publiques?

Regularly / Réguliérement

45. 10. Do you have written minutes of the debates of the EU Affairs Committee meetings and are
these documents available to the public?

Avez-vous des procés-verbaux des débats en commission des affaires européennes? Ces
documents sont-ils publics?

Yes, they are public / Oui, ils sont publics

46. 11. How often are EU matters debated at the plenary of your Parliament/Chamber?
A quelle fréquence les affaires européennes sont-elles débattues en séance pléniére de votre
parlement/chambre?

Ad hoc - whenever deemed relevant / Ad hoc — lorsque cela est jugé opportun

47. Other, please specify:
Autre, veuillez préciser:

Not answered.

48. 12. Name three main topics related to EU policy debated at the plenary session of your
Parliament/Chamber in the past two years (500 characters maximum).

Citez trois sujets principaux, liés a la politique de I'UE, qui ont été débattus en séance pléniére de
votre parlement/chambre au cours des deux derniéres années (500 caractéres au maximum).

Energy Union, Climate protection, Improving the functioning of the EU system (all topics mentioned were
discussed in the Federal Council)

10



49. 13. Who is the main targeted audience that regularly follows EU debates at your
Parliament/Chamber plenary sessions? (More than one response is possible.)

Quel est le public cible principal, qui suit réguliérement les débats sur les affaires européennes en
sessions pléniéres de votre parlement/chambre? (Plus d'une réponse est possible.)

Media/journalists / Médias/journalistes

University students / Etudiants

High school students / Ecoliers

NGOs / Les ONG

Interest groups / Groupes d'intérét

Individual interested citizens / Citoyens intéressés, a titre individuel

50. 14. Through which other means does your Parliament/Chamber inform citizens on EU matters?
(More than one response is possible.)

Par quels autres moyens votre parlement/chambre informe-t-il/elle les citoyens sur les affaires
européennes? (Plus d'une réponse est possible.)

Press releases / Communiqués de presse

Press conferences / Conférences de presse

Conferences on EU-specific topics / Conférences sur des sujets liés a 'UE

Social media / Réseaux sociaux

Media interviews given by MPs / Interviews accordées par les membres du parlement aux médias

51. 15. What would your Parliament/Chamber suggest to make EU debates more visible to the
citizens (500 characters maximum)?

Quelles seraient les propositions de votre parlement/chambre pour rendre les débats sur les affaires
européennes plus visibles aux citoyens (500 caractéres au maximum)?

(Austrian Position): A revision of the overal transparency policy is always helpful, lately with CETA, mistakes
have been made, these should not be repeated.

(NEOS): Discussions on public TV at a reasonable time, broadcasting of important hearings

(Green Party) More plenary debates on EU-issues in Austrian Parliament

52. 16. If you wish to provide any additional information on Chapter 2, please do so below:
Si vous souhaitez fournir des informations supplémentaires sur le chapitre 2, veuillez le faire ci-
dessous:

Not answered.

53. 1. How is voting conducted during the plenary sessions of your Parliament/Chamber?
Comment est organisé le vote en session pléniére de votre parlement/chambre?

Other, please specify / Autre, veuillez préciser: By standing up

54. If by electronic voting, then please specify (i.e. when was the system set up and how does it
function?):

11



Si le vote est électronique, veuillez préciser (c'est-a-dire, quand le systéme a-t-il été introduit et
comment fonctionne-t-il?)

Not answered.

55. 2. Is the voting at the plenary public?
Le vote en pléniére est-il public?

Yes / Oui

56. If no, please specify:
Si non, veuillez préciser:

Not answered.

57. 3. How is voting conducted during your committee sittings?
Comment est organisé le vote aux réunions des commissions?

By a show of hands / A main levée

58. 4. How are secret ballots conducted in your Parliament/Chamber? (500 characters maximum)
Comment est organisé le vote a bulletin secret dans votre parlement/chambre? (500 caractéres au
maximum)

by means of official ballots marked "yes" or "no" and ballot boxes.

59. 5. Is voting in your committee sittings public?
Le vote aux réunions des commissions est-il public?

No / Non

60. 6. Does your Parliament/Chamber use an electronic document management system?
Votre parlement/chambre utilise-t-il/elle un systéme de gestion électronique des documents?

Yes / Oui

61. If yes, then for what purpose is the system used?
Si oui, a quelle fin le systéme est-il utilisé?

Electronic system for the whole legislative process; there is also an electronic internal file management
system on the administrative level

62. 7. Does your Parliament/Chamber use a system that enables paperless plenary meetings?
Votre parlement/chambre utilise-t-il un systéme «sans papier» en séances pléniéres?

No / Non
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63. 8. Does your Parliament/Chamber use a system that enables paperless committee meetings?
Votre parlement/chambre utilise-t-il/elle un systéme permettant de mener des réunions des
commissions «sans papier»?

No / Non

64. 9. Does your Parliament/Chamber use any electronic platforms for communicating with other
government departments?

Votre parlement/chambre utilise-t-il/elle des plates-formes électroniques pour communiquer avec
d'autres instances gouvernementales?

Yes / Oui

65. If yes, please specify:
Si oui, veuillez préciser:

see question 6

66. 10. Does your Parliament/Chamber have a separate committee responsible for matters relating to
digitalisation?

Votre parlement/chambre a-t-il/elle une commission spécifiquement chargée des questions de
numérisation?

No / Non

67. If no, then please specify which committee is responsible for IT matters:
Si non, veuillez préciser quelle commission est chargée des questions des TIC:

Committee on Research, Innovation and Technology. Partly also Transport Committee and Committee for
Constitutional Affairs

68. 11. In your Parliament’s/Chamber’s opinion, how important is the digitalisation of the public
sector?
Selon votre parlement/chambre, la numérisation du secteur public est-elle importante?

Important / Importante

69. 12. In your Parliament’s/Chamber’s opinion, what are the main challenges hindering further
development and implementation of digitalisation in your country? (More than one response is
possible.)

Selon votre parlement/chambre, quels sont les principaux défis qui empéchent la poursuite du
développement et la mise en ceuvre de la numérisation dans votre pays? (Plus d'une réponse est
possible.)

Data protection concerns / Problémes de protection des données
Traditions / Traditions
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70. 13. Has your Parliament/Chamber discussed the Digital Single Market Strategy? (More than one
response is possible.)

Votre parlement/chambre a-t-il/elle discuté de la stratégie pour un marché unique numérique? (Plus
d'une réponse est possible.)

Yes, debate in the EU Affairs Committee / Oui, débat dans la commission des affaires européennes

71. 14. Has your Parliament/Chamber adopted any positions, opinions or resolutions on the Digital
Single Market Strategy?

Votre parlement/chambre a-t-il/elle adopté des positions, des opinions ou des résolutions sur la
stratégie pour un marché unique numérique?

Yes, an official position or opinion or resolution has been adopted / Oui, une position, une opinion ou une
résolution officielle a été adoptée

72. If yes and a position, opinion or resolution was adopted, please describe it briefly (500 characters
maximum):

Si une position, une opinion ou une résolution a été adoptée, veuillez la décrire brievement (500
caractéres au maximum):

The Federal Council welcomes the provision of a general legal framework and the essential contribution to
an innovative procurement system and stresses the importance of data security. The Federal Council
stresses the importance of detailled impact assessments with regard to the regional and local level. See also
http://www.ipex.eu/IPEXL-WEB/scrutiny/COM20150192/atbun.do

73. 15. Which of the Digital Single Market Strategy topics have been the most debated in your
Parliament/Chamber? (More than one response is possible.)

1Quelles questions de la stratégie pour un marché unique numérique ont été le plus débattues dans
votre parlement/chambre? (Plus d'une réponse est possible.)

Providing better access for consumers and businesses to online goods / Amélioration de I'accés aux biens
numeériques pour les consommateurs et les entreprises

Maximising the growth potential of the European digital economy and of its society / Maximisation du
potentiel de croissance de I'économie numérique et de la société européennes

74. 16. Which of the following would your Parliament/Chamber consider as the main policy
challenges for further development of digital initiatives in your country? (More than one response is
possible.)

Selon votre parlement/chambre, quels sont les principaux défis politiques qui empéchent la
poursuite du développement des initiatives numériques dans votre pays? (Plus d'une réponse est
possible.)

Ensuring civil/social values and rights / Garantie des valeurs et des droits civils/sociaux

75. 17. If you wish to provide any additional information on Chapter 3, please do so below:
Si vous souhaitez fournir des informations supplémentaires sur le chapitre 3, veuillez le faire ci-
dessous:
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Not answered.

PARLIAMENT/CHAMBER AND CONTACT DETAILS
Please enter the name of your Parliament/Chamber and your contact details.

Contact person: Mr. Gerhard Koller
Tel: +431 40110 2644

E-mail: Gerhard.Koller@parlament.gv.at

CHAPTER 1: THE FUTURE OF THE EUROPEAN UNION

Section A: Parliaments’/Chambers’ position on the documents concerning the future of the

EU

1. Has your Parliament/Chamber discussed the following documents (More than one response is

possible.):

Yes, debate in

Yes, debate in

the EU Affairs | different No, but a|No, and there

Yes, debate in | Committee sectoral debate is|are no
plenary committees planned relevant plans

The Rome Declaration X

Commission’s White

Paper on the future of

Europe' X

Commission’s

reflection paper on the

social dimension of

Europe X

Commission’s

reflection paper on

harnessing

globalisation X

Commission’s

reflection paper on the

deepening of the

Economic and

Monetary Union X

1 https://ec.europa.eu/commission/white-paper-future-europe-reflections-and-scenarios-eu27 _en
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Commission’s
reflection paper on the
future of European
defence X

Commission’s
reflection paper on the
future of EU finances X

Other, please specify:

A Parliamentary Enquete on the Future of Europe will be held by the Federal Council on 7
November 2017

2. Has your Parliament/Chamber adopted any positions, opinions or resolutions on the Rome
Declaration?
Yes, an official position, opinion or resolution has been adopted
No, but it intends to do so
No formal position, opinion or resolution has been adopted, but a discussion or hearing has been
held

v No discussions have been held and no positions, opinions or resolutions have been adopted

If a position, opinion or resolution has been adopted, please describe it briefly (500 characters
maximum)

In your Parliament’'s/Chamber’s opinion, what is the biggest challenge for the EU? (Please select
up to three options.)

Migration/refugee crisis (NEOS), (Green Party)

Distrust of citizens (Austrian Position), (Green Party)

Security (Austrian Position)

Terrorism (Austrian Position)
Aging societies

Democratic deficit

Regional conflicts

Protectionism
v" Social and economic inequalities (Austrian Position), (Green Party)
Increasing use of technology (the regulatory framework is not catching up)

w

ASNANENEN

Other, please specify:

(NEQOS): llliberal democracy developing in some member states, instability in the neighbourhood
(Green Party): Climate change

4. Has your Parliament/Chamber adopted any positions, opinions or resolutions on the European
Commission’s White Paper on the future of Europe??
Yes, an official position, opinion or resolution has been adopted
No, but it intends to do so
No formal position, opinion or resolution has been adopted, but a discussion or hearing has been
held

v No discussions have been held and no positions, opinions or resolutions have been adopted

2 https://ec.europa.eu/commission/white-paper-future-europe-reflections-and-scenarios-eu27_en
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If a position, opinion or resolution has been adopted, please describe it briefly (500 characters
maximum)

5. Inits White Paper, the European Commission has presented five scenarios for Europe by 2025.
Has your Parliament/Chamber discussed and analysed these scenarios?
Yes
No

v" ltintends to do so

If yes, please specify which scenario is preferred by/ is acceptable for your Parliament and why (500
characters maximum):

6. In your Parliament’'s/Chamber’s opinion, where should the EU integrate/cooperate more?
(Please select up to three options.)

v Migration (Austrian Position), (Green Party)

v" Defence (NEOS)

v' Security (NEOS)
Justice

v" Research and development (Austrian Position)
Fiscal policies

v Taxation (Austrian Postion)
Energy policies

v Social & employment policies (Green Party)

v Foreign policy (NEOS)

v Climate change (Green Party)
No official position

Other, please specify:

Section B: Parliaments’/Chambers’ position on the future of the EU in more specific matters

7. Has your Parliament/Chamber adopted any positions, opinions or resolutions on the
Commission’s reflection paper on the social dimension of Europe?
Yes, an official position, opinion or resolution has been adopted
No, but it intends to do so
No formal position, opinion or resolution has been adopted, but a discussion or hearing has been
held

v" No discussions have been held and no positions, opinions or resolutions have been adopted

If a position, opinion or resolution has been adopted, please describe it briefly (500 characters
maximum)
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8. Has your Parliament/Chamber adopted any positions, opinions or resolutions on the
Commission’s reflection paper on harnessing globalisation?
Yes, an official position, opinion or resolution has been adopted
No, but it intends to do so
No formal position, opinion or resolution has been adopted, but a discussion or hearing has been
held

v" No discussions have been held and no positions, opinions or resolutions have been adopted

If a position, opinion or resolution was adopted, please describe it briefly (500 characters maximum):

9. Has your Parliament/Chamber adopted any positions, opinions or resolutions on the
Commission’s reflection paper on the deepening of the Economic and Monetary Union?
Yes, an official position or opinion or resolution has been adopted
No, but it intends to do so
No formal position, opinion or resolution has been adopted, but a discussion or hearing has been
held

v" No discussions have been held and no positions, opinions or resolutions have been adopted

If a position, opinion or resolution was adopted, please describe it briefly (500 characters maximum):

10. Has your Parliament/Chamber adopted any positions, opinions or resolutions on the
Commission’s reflection paper on the future of European defence?
Yes, an official position, opinion or resolution has been adopted
No, but it intends to do so
No formal position, opinion or resolution has been adopted, but a discussion or hearing has been
held

v" No discussions have been held and no positions, opinions or resolutions have been adopted

If a position, opinion or resolution was adopted, please describe it briefly (500 characters maximum):

11. Has your Parliament/Chamber adopted any positions, opinions or resolutions on the
Commission’s reflection paper on the future of EU finances?
Yes, an official position, opinion or resolution has been adopted
No, but it intends to do so
No formal position, opinion or resolution has been adopted, but a discussion or hearing has been
held

v" No discussions have been held and no positions, opinions or resolutions have been adopted

If a position, opinion or resolution was adopted, please describe it briefly (500 characters maximum):
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12. The European Parliament has presented three reports on the future of the EU. Has your
Parliament/Chamber discussed these reports? (More than one responses is possible.)

Yes, debate in

Yes, debate in | different No, but a|No, and there
Yes, debate in|the EU Affairs | sectoral debate is | are no relevant
plenary Committee committees planned plans
Mercedes Bresso and
Elmar Brok
resolution® on
improving the
functioning of the
European Union
building on the
potential of the Lisbon
Treaty X
Guy Verhofstadt
resolution® on
possible evolutions of
and adjustments to
the current
institutional set-up of
the European Union X
Reimer Bége and
Pervenche Beres
resolution® on
budgetary  capacity
forthe euro area X

Other, please specify:

November 2017

A Parliamentary Enquete on the Future of Europe will be held by the Federal Council on 7

If yes, briefly describe the main conclusions of the discussions (500 characters maximum):

3 http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P8-TA-2017-

0049+0+DOC+XML+VO//EN

4 http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//[TEXT+TA+P8-TA-2017-

0048+0+DOC+XML+VO//EN

5 http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P8-TA-2017-

0050+0+DOC+XML+VO//EN
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13. All the European Parliament’s reports on the future of the EU propose some institutional
arrangements on the EU level. Please tick the arrangements that your Parliament/Chamber
considers necessary.

Establishment of an EU finance minister

v Establishment of an EU foreign minister (NEOS)

v Establishment of a Council of defence ministers (NEOS)
Reducing the number of Councils

v" Reducing the number of commissioners (NEOS)

Reducing the number of members of the European Parliament

Other, please specify:
(Austrian Position) As a first step, it would be useful to implement the Treaty of Lisbon, which
would be a reduction of the number of Commissioners, the next steps should then be discussed.
(Greem Party) Enhancing the status of the European Parliament as so called fully fledged
government: own-initiative right for EP, EP elects commission as government; council as second
chamber

14. Does your Parliament/Chamber support changing the EU treaties in shaping the future of the
EU?
v Yes (NEOS), (Green Party)
No
v" No opinion (Austrian Position)

15. In what other ways has your Parliament/Chamber discussed the future of the EU (2 examples,
500 characters maximum)?:
(Austrian Position) The future of the European Union is an overall topic, especially during
preparatory committees for the European Council, MPs are debating lively the future of the
European Union.

16. If you wish to provide any additional information on Chapter 1, please do so below:
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CHAPTER 2: BRINGING THE EU CLOSER TO ITS CITIZENS

Section A: Citizens’ involvement in EU discussions and decision-making

1. Does your Parliament/Chamber have a specific action plan to improve interaction between the
Parliament/Chamber and the wider public?

v Yes
No

If yes, what are the main principles/objectives of this action plan (500 characters maximum)?
Increased intertaction via various measures, e.g. Democracy Workshop, Youth Parliament,
Citizens' Initiative online, Enquiry Service, Project Crowdsourcing etc.

2. Does your Parliament/Chamber have specific rules or a framework for the involvement of
citizens in EU related matters?

v Yes
No

If yes, what are the main principles/objectives and measures of these rules or framework (500
characters maximum)?
Specific provisions in the Rules of Procedure of the National Council and the Federal Council, EU
Information Act etc. (dealing mainly with access to EU related information and to sessions of the
EU committees)

3. How do the committees responsible for EU matters in your Parliament/Chamber involve civil
society in parliamentary debates? (More than one response is possible.)
v Directly (Actively seeking direct contact with NGOs)

v Via the Government (Government already involves NGOs before sending EU materials to the
Parliament)

v Openly (Open to NGO participation in committee meetings)
v Passively (Sharing information with NGOs)

Other, please specify:

4. How and how often are civil society organisations involved in the discussions on EU matters in
your Parliament/Chamber?

Regularly Sometimes Occasionally | Never

Are civil society organisations invited
to participate in debates on EU
matters or in the decision-maing
process in your
Parliament/Chamber? X

Are civil society organisations asked
for their written opinion on EU
matters discussed in you
Parliament/Chamber? X
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5. Does your Parliament/Chamber have any specific cooperation formats for discussing EU
matters with civil society organisations?

v Yes
No

If yes, please specify:
| Parliamentary Enquetes |

6. Do you have any digital platforms that allow citizens to be more engaged in EU matters and to
express their opinions on topics being discussed?
Yes

v No

If yes, please specify:

7. Does your Parliament/Chamber have a register for lobbyists?
Yes
v No (only at Federal Ministry of Justice)

If yes, what are the main principle/objectives of this register?

8. Has your Parliament/Chamber discussed the possibilities of improving the involvement of civil
society in EU debates and the decision-making process?

v Yes
No

If yes, please specify:
Debates led to various amendments to Rules of Procedure of the National Council and the Federal
Council and the entering into force of the EU Information Act (access to EU related information
e.g. via public EU database and and access to sessions of the EU committees etc.)

Section B: Visibility of parliamentary EU-related discussions and decision-making

9. Are the EU Affairs Committee meetings at your Parliament/Chamber open to the public?
v Regularly

Sometimes

Occasionally

Never

10. Do you have written minutes of the debates of the EU Affairs Committee meetings and are these
documents available to the public?

v' Yes, they are public
Yes, but they are not public
No

11. How often are EU matters debated at the plenary of your Parliament/Chamber?
Never
Once a year

v" Ad hoc — whenever deemed relevant
At regular intervals (please specify below)

Other, please specify:
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12. Name three main topics related to EU policy debated at the plenary session of your

Parliament/Chamber in the past two years (500 characters maximum).

mentioned were discussed in the Federal Council)

Energy Union, Climate protection, Improving the functioning of the EU system (all topics

13. Who is the main targeted audience that regularly follows EU debates at your
Parliament/Chamber plenary sessions? (More than one response is possible.)
Media/journalists

University students

High school students

NGOs

Interest groups

Individual interested citizens

Other, please specify:

AN NI N NN

14. Through which other means does your Parliament/Chamber inform citizens on EU matters?

(More than one response is possible.)
Press releases

Press conferences

Conferences on EU-specific topics
Social media

Media interviews given by MPs

AN NI N NN

Other, please specify:

15. What would your Parliament/Chamber suggest to make EU debates more visible to the citizens

(500 characters maximum)?

CETA, mistakes have been made, these should not be repeated.
(NEQOS): Discussions on public TV at a reasonable time, broadcasting of important hearings
(Green Party) More plenary debates on EU-issues in Austrian Parliament

(Austrian Position): A revision of the overal transparency policy is always helpful, lately with

16. If you wish to provide any additional information on Chapter 2, please do so below:
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CHAPTER 3: DIGITAL SINGLE MARKET
Section A: Digitalisation of parliamentary procedures

1. How is voting conducted during the plenary sessions of your Parliament/Chamber?
By electronic voting
By a show of hands
In a written format
Other, please specify:
| By standing up |

If by electronic voting, then please specify (i.e. when was the system set up and how does it
function?):

2. Is the voting at the plenary public?
v Yes

No

Other
If no, then please specify:

3. How is voting conducted during your committee sittings?
By electronic voting

v By a show of hands
In a written format

Other, please specify:

4. How are secret ballots conducted in your Parliament/Chamber? (500 characters maximum)
] by means of official ballots marked "yes" or "no" and ballot boxes. |

5. Is voting in your committee sittings public?
Yes
v" No (as a matter of exception, voting is public only in public committee sessions, e.g. in the EU
committees)

6. Does your Parliament/Chamber use an electronic document management system?
v Yes

No
If yes, then for what purpose is the system used?

Electronic system for the whole legislative process; there is also an electronic internal file
management system on the administrative level
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7. Does your Parliament/Chamber use a system that enables paperless plenary meetings?
Yes
v No

8. Does your Parliament/Chamber use a system that enables paperless committee meetings?
Yes
v No

9. Does your Parliament/Chamber use any electronic platforms for communicating with other
government departments?

v Yes
No

If yes, then please specify:

| See question 6 |

10. Does your Parliament/Chamber have a separate committee responsible for matters relating to
digitalisation?
Yes

v No

If no, then please specify which committee is responsible for IT matters:

Committee on Research, Innovation and Technology. Partly also Transport Committee and
Committee for Constitutional Affairs

11. In your Parliament’s/Chamber’s opinion, how important is the digitalisation of the public sector?
v" Very important (NEOS)
v' Important (Austrian Position), (Green Party)

Somewhat important

Not important

12.In your Parliament’'s/Chamber’s opinion, what are the main challenges hindering further
development and implementation of digitalisation in your country? (More than one response is
possible.)

v Lack of political will (NEOS)

v Data protection concerns (Austrian Postion)
Mistrust of digital solutions

v Lack of resources (NEOS)

v Traditions (Austrian Position)

Other, please specify:
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Section B: Digital Single Market Strategy initiatives

13. Has your Parliament/Chamber discussed the Digital Single Market Strategy? (More than one
response is possible.)
Yes, debate in plenary
v" Yes, debate in the EU Affairs Committee
Yes, debate in different sectoral committees
No, but it intends to do so

Other, please specify:

14. Has your Parliament/Chamber adopted any positions, opinions or resolutions on the Digital
Single Market Strategy?
v" Yes, an official position or opinion or resolution has been adopted
No formal position, opinion or resolution has been adopted, but a discussion or hearing has been

held
No discussions have been held and no positions, opinions or resolutions have been adopted

If yes and a position, opinion or resolution was adopted, please describe it briefly (500 characters
maximum)
The Federal Council welcomes the provision of a general legal framework and the essential
contribution to an innovative procurement system and stresses the importance of data security.
The Federal Council stresses the importance of detailled impact assessments with regard to the
regional and local level. See also http://www.ipex.eu/IPEXL-
WEB/scrutiny/COM20150192/atbun.do

15. Which of the Digital Single Market Strategy topics have been the most debated in your
Parliament/Chamber? (More than one response is possible.)

v Providing better access for consumers and businesses to online goods (Austrian Position)

v Creating the right environment for digital networks and services (NEOS), (Green Party)

v" Maximising the growth potential of the European digital economy and of its society (Austrian

Position)

16. Which of the following would your Parliament/Chamber consider as the main policy challenges
for further development of digital initiatives in your country? (More than one response is
possible.)

Costs/infrastructure
v Ensuring civil/social values and rights (Austrian Position), (Green Party)
v' Job losses/displacements (NEOS)

17. If you wish to provide any additional information on Chapter 3, please do so below:
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Belgian Chambre des représentants

1. Please enter the name of your Parliament/Chamber and your contact details (contact person,
telephone number, e-mail address). / Veuillez indiquer le nom de votre Parlement/Chambre et vos
coordonées (personne de contact, numéro de telephone, adresse e-mail).

Belgian House of Representatives
2, place de la Nation

B-1008 Brussels

00 32 2 549 81 33

2. 1. Has your Parliament/Chamber discussed the following documents? (More than one response is
possible.) :

Votre parlement/chambre a-t-il/elle discuté des documents suivants (Plus d'une réponse est
possible.):

Yes, debate in No, and
Yes, debate in ) there are
Yes, i different No, but a
the EU Affairs . no
debate . sectoral debate is
. Committee / . relevant
in o committees / planned /
Oui, débat o plans /
plenary / Oui, débat Non,
) dans la . Non, et
Oui, o dans mais un
i commission o i un tel
débat en . différentes tel débat i
o des affaires o i débat
pléniere i commissions est prévu ,
européennes ) n'est pas
sectorielles i
prévu
The Rome Declaration /
Déclaration de Rome v v
Commission's White
Paper on the future of
Europe (COM(2017)
2025) /Livre blanc de la
Commission sur l'avenir
de I'Europe (COM(2017)
2025) v v v
Commission’s reflection
paper on the social
dimension of Europe /
Document de réflexion
de la Commission sur la
dimension sociale de
I'Europe v
Commission’s reflection
paper on harnessing
globalisation / Document
de réflexion de la v
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Commission sur la
maiftrise de la
mondialisation

Commission’s reflection

paper on the deepening

of the Economic and

Monetary Union /

Document de réflexion

de la Commission sur
I'approfondissement de

I'Union économique et

monétaire v

Commission’s reflection

paper on the future of

European defence /

Document de réflexion

de la Commission sur

I'avenir de la défense

européenne v

Commission’s reflection

paper on the future of

EU finances / Document

de réflexion de la

Commission sur 'avenir

des finances de I'UE v v

3. Other, please specify:
Autre, veuillez préciser:

Not answered.

4. 2. Has your Parliament/Chamber adopted any positions, opinions or resolutions on the Rome
Declaration?

Votre parlement/chambre a-t-il/elle adopté des positions, des opinions ou des résolutions sur la
Déclaration de Rome?

No formal position, opinion or resolution has been adopted, but a discussion or hearing has been held /
Aucune position, opinion ou résolution officielle n'a été adoptée, mais une discussion ou une délibération a
été menée

5. If a position, opinion or resolution has been adopted, please describe it briefly (500 characters
maximum):

Si une position, une opinion ou une résolution a été adoptée, veuillez la décrire brievement (500
caractéres au maximum):
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6. 3. In your Parliament’s/Chamber’s opinion, what is the biggest challenge for the EU? (Please select
up to three options.)

Selon votre parlement/chambre, quel est le plus grand défi pour I'UE? (Veuillez choisir trois options
au maximum.)

Migration/refugee crisis / Crise migratoire/des réfugiés
Terrorism / Terrorisme
Democratic deficit / Déficit démocratique

7. 4. Has your Parliament/Chamber adopted any positions, opinions or resolutions on the European
Commission’s White Paper on the future of Europe (COM(2017) 2025)?

Votre parlement/chambre a-t-il/elle adopté des positions, des opinions ou des résolutions sur le livre
blanc de la Commission sur I'avenir de I'Europe (COM(2017) 2025)?

No, but it intends to do so / Non, mais le parlement/la chambre prévoit de le faire

8. If a position, opinion or resolution has been adopted, please describe it briefly (500 characters
maximum):

Si une position, une opinion ou une résolution a été adoptée, veuillez la décrire brievement (500
caractéres au maximum):

/

9. 5. In its White Paper, the European Commission has presented five scenarios for Europe by 2025.
Has your Parliament/Chamber discussed and analysed these scenarios?

Dans son livre blanc, la Commission européenne a proposé cinqg scénarios pour I'Europe a I'horizon
2025. Votre parlement/chambre a-t-il/elle discuté et analysé ces scénarios?

No / Non

10. If yes, please specify which scenario is preferred by/ is acceptable for your Parliament and why
(500 characters maximum):

Si oui, veuillez préciser quel scénario est préférable/acceptable pour votre parlement et pourquoi
(500 caractéres au maximum):

/

11. 6. In your Parliament’s/Chamber’s opinion, where should the EU integrate/cooperate more?
(Please select up to three options.)

Selon votre parlement/chambre, quels domaines nécessitent plus d'intégration/de coopération de la
part de I'UE? (Veuillez choisir trois options au maximum.)

Migration / Migration
Defence / Défense
Security / Sécurité
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12. 7. Has your Parliament/Chamber adopted any positions, opinions or resolutions on the
Commission’s reflection paper on the social dimension of Europe?

Votre parlement/chambre a-t-il/elle adopté des positions, des opinions ou des résolutions
concernant le document de réflexion de la Commission sur la dimension sociale de I'Europe?

No formal position, opinion or resolution has been adopted, but a discussion or hearing has been held /
Aucune position, opinion ou résolution officielle n'a été adoptée, mais une discussion ou une délibération a
été menée

13. If a position, opinion or resolution was adopted, please describe it briefly (500 characters
maximum):

Si une position, une opinion ou une résolution a été adoptée, veuillez la décrire brievement (500
caractéres au maximum):

/

14. 8. Has your Parliament/Chamber adopted any positions, opinions or resolutions on the
Commission’s reflection paper on harnessing globalisation?

Votre parlement/chambre a-t-il/elle adopté des positions, des opinions ou des résolutions
concernant le document de réflexion de la Commission sur la maitrise de la mondialisation?

No discussions have been held and no positions, opinions or resolutions have been adopted / Aucune
discussion n'a eu lieu et aucune position, opinion ou résolution n'a été adoptée

15. If a position, opinion or resolution was adopted, please describe it briefly (500 characters
maximum):

Si une position, une opinion ou une résolution a été adoptée, veuillez la décrire brievement (500
caractéres au maximum):

/

16. 9. Has your Parliament/Chamber adopted any positions, opinions or resolutions on the
Commission’s reflection paper on the deepening of the Economic and Monetary Union?
Votre parlement/chambre a-t-il/elle adopté des positions, des opinions ou des résolutions
concernant le document de réflexion de la Commission sur I'approfondissement de I'Union
économique et monétaire?

No formal position, opinion or resolution has been adopted, but a discussion or hearing has been held /
Aucune position, opinion ou résolution officielle n'a été adoptée, mais une discussion ou une délibération a
été menée

17. If a position, opinion or resolution was adopted, please describe it briefly (500 characters
maximum):

Si une position, une opinion ou une résolution a été adoptée, veuillez la décrire brievement (500
caractéres au maximum):

/
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18. 10. Has your Parliament/Chamber adopted any positions, opinions or resolutions on the
Commission’s reflection paper on the future of European defence?

Votre parlement/chambre a-t-il/elle adopté des positions, des opinions ou des résolutions
concernant le document de réflexion de la Commission sur I'avenir de la défense européenne?

No, but it intends to do so / Non, mais le parlement/la chambre prévoit de le faire

19. If a position, opinion or resolution was adopted, please describe it briefly (500 characters
maximum):

Si une position, une opinion ou une résolution a été adoptée, veuillez la décrire brievement (500
caractéres au maximum):

/

20. 11. Has your Parliament/Chamber adopted any positions, opinions or resolutions on the
Commission’s reflection paper on the future of EU finances?

Votre parlement/chambre a-t-il/elle adopté des positions, des opinions ou des résolutions
concernant le document de réflexion de la Commission sur I'avenir des finances de I'UE?

No discussions have been held and no positions, opinions or resolutions have been adopted / Aucune
discussion n'a eu lieu et aucune position, opinion ou résolution n'a été adoptée

21. If a position, opinion or resolution was adopted, please describe it briefly (500 characters
maximum):

Si une position, une opinion ou une résolution a été adoptée, veuillez la décrire brievement (500
caractéres au maximum):

/

22. 12. The European Parliament has presented three reports on the future of the EU. Has your
Parliament/Chamber discussed these reports? (More than one response is possible.)

Le Parlement européen a présenté trois rapports sur I'avenir de I'UE. Votre parlement/chambre a-t-
illelle discuté de ces rapports? (Plus d'une réponse est possible.)

Yes. debate | No, and
) es, debate in
Yes, debate in . No, buta there are
Yes, i different .
the EU affairs debate is no
debate ) sectoral
) Committee / . planned relevant
in o committees /
Oui, débat o / Non, plans /
plenary / Oui, débat .
) dans la mais un Non, et
Oui, o dans i
i commission o tel débat un tel
débat en . différentes i
o des affaires o est débat
pléniere . commissions i ,
européennes ) prévu n'est pas
sectorielles i
prévu
Mercedes Bresso and
Elmar Brok resolution on
improving the functioning v
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of the European Union
building on the potential of
the Lisbon Treaty
(P8_TA(2017)0049) /
Résolution, rédigee par
Mercedes Bresso et Elmar
Brok, sur I'amélioration du
fonctionnement de I'Union
européenne en mettant a
profit le potentiel du traité
de Lisbonne
(P8_TA(2017)0049)

Guy Verhofstadt resolution
on possible evolutions of
and adjustments to the
current institutional set-up
of the European Union
(P8_TA(2017)0048) /
Résolution, rédigee par
Guy Verhofstadt, sur les
évolutions et adaptations
possibles de la structure
institutionnelle actuelle de
I'UE (P8_TA(2017)0048) v

Reimer Boge and
Pervenche Beres
resolution on budgetary
capacity for the euro area
(P8_TA(2017)0050) /
Résolution, rédigee par
Reimer Boge and
Pervenche Beres, sur la
capacité budgétaire de la
zone euro
(P8_TA(2017)0050) v

23. Other, please specify:
Autre, veuillez préciser:

/

24. If yes, briefly describe the main conclusions of the discussions (500 characters maximum):
Si oui, veuillez décrire brievement les conclusions principales des discussions (500 caractéres au
maximum):

/
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25. 13. All the European Parliament’s reports on the future of the EU propose some institutional
arrangements on the EU level. Please tick the arrangements that your Parliament/Chamber considers
necessary.

Tous les rapports du Parlement européen sur I'avenir proposent des mesures institutionnelles au
niveau de I'UE. Veuillez cocher les mesures que votre parlement/chambre considére nécessaires.

Not answered.

26. Other, please specify:
Autre, veuillez préciser:

the Belgian House of Representatives has not positioned itself on any of the above-mentioned issues

27. 14. Does your Parliament/Chamber support changing the EU treaties in shaping the future of the
EU?

Votre parlement/chambre soutient-il/elle la modification des traités européens pour construire
I'avenir de I'UE?

Yes / Oui

28. 15. In what other ways has your Parliament/Chamber discussed the future of the EU (2 examples,
500 characters maximum)?

De quelle autre maniére votre parlement/chambre a-t-il/elle discuté de I'avenir de I'UE (2 exemples,
500 caractéres au maximum)?

Taking into account that Brexit is part of the future of the EU,

*on 31 January 2017, the Foreign Affairs Committee discussed the consequences of Brexit on the foreign
security and defence policy

*on 30 May 2017, the European Affairs Committee discussed the impact of Brexit on the Belgian (and
European) econom(y)(ies)

29. 16. If you wish to provide any additional information on Chapter 1, please do so below:
Si vous souhaitez fournir des informations supplémentaires sur le chapitre 1, veuillez le faire ci-
dessous:

* Question A.2: the Declaration of Rome was discussed in Plenary on 30 March 2017 & by the EU Affairs
Committee on 21 March 2017

* Question A.4: the EC’s White Paper was discussed by the EU Affairs Committee on 20 April 2017 (hearing
Ms Thyssen)

* Question B.7: the EC'’s reflection paper on the social dimension was discussed by the EU Affairs EU Affairs
Committee on 20 April 2017 (hearing Ms Thyssen)

* Question B.9: the EC'’s reflection paper on the EMU was discussed in Plenary on 1 June 2017 (oral
question P2104) & by the Budget Committee on 8 March 2017 (hearing Ms Kaufman, European
Commission, DG Employment, Social Affairs and Inclusion)

* Question B.10: the European defence package [COM(17)294, 295 & 315] will be discussed during a
hearing in the Defence Committee after parliamentary recess
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30. 1. Does your Parliament/Chamber have a specific action plan to improve interaction between the
Parliament/Chamber and the wider public?

Votre parlement/chambre a-t-il/elle un plan d'action spécifique pour améliorer son interaction avec le
grand public?

No / Non

31. If yes, what are the main principles/objectives of this action plan (500 characters maximum)?
Si oui, quels sont les principes/objectifs principaux de ce plan d'action (500 caractéres au
maximum)?

/

32. 2. Does your Parliament/Chamber have specific rules or a framework for the involvement of
citizens in EU related matters?

Votre parlement/chambre a-t-il/elle des régles spécifiques ou un cadre réglementaire pour
I'implication des citoyens dans les questions liées a I'UE?

No / Non

33. If yes, what are the main principles/objectives and measures of these rules or framework (500
characters maximum)?

Si oui, quels sont les principes/objectifs principaux et les mesures de ces régles ou de ce cadre
réglementaire (500 caractéres au maximum)?

/

34. 3. How do the committees responsible for EU matters in your Parliament/Chamber involve civil
society in parliamentary debates? (More than one response is possible.)

Comment les commissions chargées des affaires européennes de votre parlement/chambre font-
elles participer la société civile aux débats parlementaires? (Plus d'une réponse est possible.)

Openly (Open to NGO participation in committee meetings) / Ouvertement (les réunions des commissions
sont ouvertes a la participation des ONG)
Passively (Sharing information with NGOs) / Passivement (en échangeant des informations avec des ONG)

35. 4. How and how often are civil society organisations involved in the debates on EU matters in
your Parliament/Chamber?

Comment et a quelle fréquence est-ce que les organisations de la société civile participent aux
débats sur les affaires européennes dans votre parlement/chambre ?

Regularly / Sometimes Occasionally / Never /
Régulierement / Parfois Occasionnellement  Jamais

Are civil society organisations

invited to participate in debates on

EU matters or in the decision-

making process in your v
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Parliament/Chamber? / Les
organisations de la société civile
sont-elles invitées a participer aux
débats sur les affaires
européennes ou au processus de
prise de décision dans votre
parlement/chambre?

Are civil society organisations

asked for their written opinion on

EU matters discussed in your

Parliament/Chamber? / Les

organisations de la société civile

sont-elles invitées de présenter

leurs opinions écrites sur les

questions liées a I'UE, discutées

dans votre parlement/chambre? v

36. 5. Does your Parliament/Chamber have any specific cooperation formats for discussing EU
matters with civil society organisations?

Votre parlement/chambre a-t-il/elle des formats de coopération spécifiques pour discuter des
questions liées a I'UE avec des organisations de la société civile?

Yes / Oui
37. If yes, please specify:
Si oui, veuillez préciser:

on an ad hoc basis, decided by the appropriate standing committee, civil society organisations may be heard
in the framework of the discussion of legislative proposals, they may also be consulted during informative
committee meetings

38. 6. Do you have any digital platforms that allow citizens to be more engaged in EU matters and to
express their opinions on topics being discussed?

Avez-vous des plates-formes digitales qui permettent aux citoyens d'étre plus engagés dans les
affaires européennes et d'exprimer leurs opinions sur les sujets discutés?

No / Non

39. If yes, please specify:
Si oui, veuillez préciser:

/

40. 7. Does your Parliament/Chamber have a register for lobbyists?
Votre parlement/chambre posséde-t-il/elle un registre pour les lobbyistes?
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No / Non

41. If yes, what are the main principle/objectives of this register?
Si oui, quels sont les principes/objectifs principaux de ce registre?

/

42. 8. Has your Parliament/Chamber discussed the possibilities of improving the involvement of civil
society in EU debates and the decision-making process?

Votre parlement/chambre a-t-il/elle discuté des possibilités d'améliorer I'implication de la société
civile dans les débats sur les affaires européennes et dans le processus de prise de décision?

No / Non

43. If yes, please specify:

Si oui, veuillez préciser:

/

44. 9. Are the EU Affairs Committee meetings at your Parliament/Chamber open to the public?

Les réunions de la commission des affaires européennes de votre parlement/chambre sont-elles
publiques?

Not answered.

45. 10. Do you have written minutes of the debates of the EU Affairs Committee meetings and are
these documents available to the public?

Avez-vous des procés-verbaux des débats en commission des affaires européennes? Ces
documents sont-ils publics?

Yes, they are public / Oui, ils sont publics

46. 11. How often are EU matters debated at the plenary of your Parliament/Chamber?
A quelle fréquence les affaires européennes sont-elles débattues en séance pléniére de votre
parlement/chambre?

Ad hoc - whenever deemed relevant / Ad hoc — lorsque cela est jugé opportun

47. Other, please specify:
Autre, veuillez préciser:

* questions (oral and in writing) may be asked
* subsidiarity issues may be discussed
* debates on current events of political interest may be organised

48. 12. Name three main topics related to EU policy debated at the plenary session of your
Parliament/Chamber in the past two years (500 characters maximum).
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Citez trois sujets principaux, liés a la politique de I'UE, qui ont été débattus en séance pléniére de
votre parlement/chambre au cours des deux derniéres années (500 caractéres au maximum).

30 March 2017: Declaration of Rome + 20 April 2017: motion on the electricity and gas market + 1 June
2017: EC reflection paper on the EMU

49. 13. Who is the main targeted audience that regularly follows EU debates at your
Parliament/Chamber plenary sessions? (More than one response is possible.)

Quel est le public cible principal, qui suit réguliérement les débats sur les affaires européennes en
sessions pléniéres de votre parlement/chambre? (Plus d'une réponse est possible.)

Media/journalists / Médias/journalistes

Interest groups / Groupes d'intérét

Individual interested citizens / Citoyens intéressés, a titre individuel
Other, please specify / Autre, veuillez préciser: general public

50. 14. Through which other means does your Parliament/Chamber inform citizens on EU matters?
(More than one response is possible.)

Par quels autres moyens votre parlement/chambre informe-t-il/elle les citoyens sur les affaires
européennes? (Plus d'une réponse est possible.)

Press releases / Communiqués de presse

Social media / Réseaux sociaux

Media interviews given by MPs / Interviews accordées par les membres du parlement aux médias
Other, please specify / Autre, veuillez préciser: the EU affairs page on the House's general website + the
chapter on EU affairs from the (weekly) newsletter

51. 15. What would your Parliament/Chamber suggest to make EU debates more visible to the
citizens (500 characters maximum)?

Quelles seraient les propositions de votre parlement/chambre pour rendre les débats sur les affaires
européennes plus visibles aux citoyens (500 caractéres au maximum)?

live streaming debates (cf. European Parliament)

52. 16. If you wish to provide any additional information on Chapter 2, please do so below:
Si vous souhaitez fournir des informations supplémentaires sur le chapitre 2, veuillez le faire ci-
dessous:

Question B.9: the meetings of the EU Affairs Committee are ALWAYS open to the public

53. 1. How is voting conducted during the plenary sessions of your Parliament/Chamber?
Comment est organisé le vote en session pléniére de votre parlement/chambre?

Other, please specify / Autre, veuillez préciser: depending on the issue on its table, the House may vote by
elecric voting, by show of hands, in a written format or (very rarely) by sitting & standing
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54. If by electronic voting, then please specify (i.e. when was the system set up and how does it
function?):

Si le vote est électronique, veuillez préciser (c'est-a-dire, quand le systéme a-t-il été introduit et
comment fonctionne-t-il?)

buttons (green — red — white) & oversight scoreboard

55. 2. Is the voting at the plenary public?
Le vote en pléniére est-il public?

Yes / Oui

56. If no, please specify:
Si non, veuillez préciser:

/

57. 3. How is voting conducted during your committee sittings?
Comment est organisé le vote aux réunions des commissions?

By a show of hands / A main levée

58. 4. How are secret ballots conducted in your Parliament/Chamber? (500 characters maximum)
Comment est organisé le vote a bulletin secret dans votre parlement/chambre? (500 caractéres au
maximum)

by voting cards to be deposited in an urn at the front of the plenary meeting room

59. 5. Is voting in your committee sittings public?

Le vote aux réunions des commissions est-il public?

Yes / Oui

60. 6. Does your Parliament/Chamber use an electronic document management system?
Votre parlement/chambre utilise-t-il/elle un systéme de gestion électronique des documents?
Yes / Oui

61. If yes, then for what purpose is the system used?

Si oui, a quelle fin le systéme est-il utilisé?

various systems are in use for specific purposes such as registrating debates, bookkeeping, subscriptions
management, etc

62. 7. Does your Parliament/Chamber use a system that enables paperless plenary meetings?
Votre parlement/chambre utilise-t-il un systéme «sans papier» en séances pléniéres?

No / Non
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63. 8. Does your Parliament/Chamber use a system that enables paperless committee meetings?
Votre parlement/chambre utilise-t-il/elle un systéme permettant de mener des réunions des
commissions «sans papier»?

No / Non

64. 9. Does your Parliament/Chamber use any electronic platforms for communicating with other
government departments?

Votre parlement/chambre utilise-t-il/elle des plates-formes électroniques pour communiquer avec
d'autres instances gouvernementales?

No / Non

65. If yes, please specify:
Si oui, veuillez préciser:

/

66. 10. Does your Parliament/Chamber have a separate committee responsible for matters relating to
digitalisation?

Votre parlement/chambre a-t-il/elle une commission spécifiquement chargée des questions de
numérisation?

Yes / Oui

67. If no, then please specify which committee is responsible for IT matters:
Si non, veuillez préciser quelle commission est chargée des questions des TIC:

Not answered.

68. 11. In your Parliament’s/Chamber’s opinion, how important is the digitalisation of the public
sector?
Selon votre parlement/chambre, la numérisation du secteur public est-elle importante?

Important / Importante

69. 12. In your Parliament’s/Chamber’s opinion, what are the main challenges hindering further
development and implementation of digitalisation in your country? (More than one response is
possible.)

Selon votre parlement/chambre, quels sont les principaux défis qui empéchent la poursuite du
développement et la mise en ceuvre de la numérisation dans votre pays? (Plus d'une réponse est
possible.)

Data protection concerns / Problémes de protection des données

Lack of resources / Manque de ressources
Traditions / Traditions
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70. 13. Has your Parliament/Chamber discussed the Digital Single Market Strategy? (More than one
response is possible.)

Votre parlement/chambre a-t-il/elle discuté de la stratégie pour un marché unique numérique? (Plus
d'une réponse est possible.)

Yes, debate in plenary / Oui, débat en pléniere
Yes, debate in the EU Affairs Committee / Oui, débat dans la commission des affaires européennes
Yes, debate in different sectoral committees / Oui, débat dans différentes commissions sectorielles

71. 14. Has your Parliament/Chamber adopted any positions, opinions or resolutions on the Digital
Single Market Strategy?

Votre parlement/chambre a-t-il/elle adopté des positions, des opinions ou des résolutions sur la
stratégie pour un marché unique numérique?

Yes, an official position or opinion or resolution has been adopted / Oui, une position, une opinion ou une
résolution officielle a été adoptée

72. If yes and a position, opinion or resolution was adopted, please describe it briefly (500 characters
maximum):

Si une position, une opinion ou une résolution a été adoptée, veuillez la décrire brievement (500
caractéres au maximum):

on 2 July 2015 the House adopted a resloution on the protection of the open internet (see document 54
650/001)

73. 15. Which of the Digital Single Market Strategy topics have been the most debated in your
Parliament/Chamber? (More than one response is possible.)

1Quelles questions de la stratégie pour un marché unique numérique ont été le plus débattues dans
votre parlement/chambre? (Plus d'une réponse est possible.)

Providing better access for consumers and businesses to online goods / Amélioration de I'accés aux biens
numeériques pour les consommateurs et les entreprises

Creating the right environment for digital networks and services / Création d'un environnement propice au
développement des réseaux et services numeériques

Maximising the growth potential of the European digital economy and of its society / Maximisation du
potentiel de croissance de I'économie numérique et de la société européennes

74. 16. Which of the following would your Parliament/Chamber consider as the main policy
challenges for further development of digital initiatives in your country? (More than one response is
possible.)

Selon votre parlement/chambre, quels sont les principaux défis politiques qui empéchent la
poursuite du développement des initiatives numériques dans votre pays? (Plus d'une réponse est
possible.)

Costs/infrastructure / Codts/infrastructures
Ensuring civil/social values and rights / Garantie des valeurs et des droits civils/sociaux
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75. 17. If you wish to provide any additional information on Chapter 3, please do so below:
Si vous souhaitez fournir des informations supplémentaires sur le chapitre 3, veuillez le faire ci-
dessous:

Question A.2: moreover, the detailed results of the votes are mentioned in the written reports on the plenary
meetings which are also published on the House’s website

Question B.13:

* the Digital Single Market was discussed in the framework of the debate on the appropriate budgetary policy
note

* moreover, on 3 February 2017, the Budget Committee adopted an opinion stating that the proposal
amending Directive 2009/132/EC as regards certain value added tax obligations for suplies of services and
distance sales of goods [COM(16)757] complies with the subsidiarity and proportionality principles (see
document 54 2290/001)

*on 15 September 2015, EC Vice President Ansip was received by the Federal EU Affairs Committee (see
document 54 1438/001 for the report on this meeting)

Question B.15: cf. Question B.13

ital

Belgian Sénat

1. Please enter the name of your Parliament/Chamber and your contact details (contact person,
telephone number, e-mail address). / Veuillez indiquer le nom de votre Parlement/Chambre et vos
coordonées (personne de contact, numéro de telephone, adresse e-mail).

Sénat de Belgique
Tim De Bondt, premier conseiller UE
tél.: +32 2 501 77 80, tdb@senate.be

2. 1. Has your Parliament/Chamber discussed the following documents? (More than one response is
possible.) :

Votre parlement/chambre a-t-il/elle discuté des documents suivants (Plus d'une réponse est
possible.):

. No, and
. Yes, debate in
v Yes, debate in giff ) No. but there are
es, ) ifferen o, buta
the EU Affairs . no
debate . sectoral debate is
. Committee / . relevant
in o committees / planned /
Oui, débat o plans /
plenary / Oui, débat Non,
) dans la . Non, et
Oui, o dans mais un
i commission . ] un tel
débat en . différentes tel débat )
. des affaires o i débat
pléniére i commissions est prévu ,
européennes ) n'est pas
sectorielles ]
prévu
The Rome Declaration /
Déclaration de Rome v
Commission's White
Paper on the future of v
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Europe (COM(2017)
2025) /Livre blanc de la
Commission sur l'avenir
de I'Europe (COM(2017)
2025)

Commission’s reflection

paper on the social

dimension of Europe /

Document de réflexion

de la Commission sur la

dimension sociale de

I'Europe v

Commission’s reflection
paper on harnessing
globalisation / Document
de réflexion de la
Commission sur la
maitrise de la
mondialisation

Commission’s reflection

paper on the deepening

of the Economic and

Monetary Union /

Document de réflexion

de la Commission sur

I'approfondissement de

I'Union économique et

monétaire v

Commission’s reflection

paper on the future of

European defence /

Document de réflexion

de la Commission sur

I'avenir de la défense

européenne v

Commission’s reflection

paper on the future of

EU finances / Document

de réflexion de la

Commission sur 