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PARLIAMENT/CHAMBER AND CONTACT DETAILS
Please enter the name of your Parliament/Chamber and your contact details.
	




CHAPTER 1: THE TRANSATLANTIC TRADE AND INVESTMENT PARTNERSHIP (TTIP) BETWEEN THE EUROPEAN UNION AND THE UNITED STATES: PARLIAMENTARY SCRUTINY OF THE NEGOTIATION PROCESS

Section A: TRANSPARENCY OF THE TTIP NEGOTIATION PROCESS

1. Does your Parliament/Chamber invite members of government, European Commission representatives or other specialists to inform MPs about the TTIP negotiation process? If yes, how often? Please specify below:


	
	Regularly
	Often
	Occasionally
	Never

	Government
	
	
	
	

	European Commission
	
	
	
	

	European Parliament
	
	
	
	

	NGOs
	
	
	
	

	Academics
	
	
	
	



Other, please specify together with the frequency:
	





2. Many Parliaments/Chambers have debated the topic of TTIP and its negotiation process. Outside Parliaments/Chambers there might also be a public debate going on about this topic. Through which means and fora does your Parliament/Chamber engage in public discourse about TTIP and its negotiation process?

	
	Regularly
	Often
	Occasionally
	Never

	Press releases
	
	
	
	

	Press conferences
	
	
	
	

	Media interviews
	
	
	
	

	Conferences
	
	
	
	

	Universities
	
	
	
	





Other, please specify together with the frequency:
	




3. How does your Parliament/Chamber assess the changes in the transparency of the TTIP negotiation process since its beginning?

	Significantly improved
	Somewhat improved
	No changes
	Somewhat deteriorated
	Significantly deteriorated
	No opinion

	
	
	
	
	
	




4. Does your Parliament/Chamber consider the amount and quality of information it receives from the European Commission about the TTIP negotiation process to be sufficient?

	☐ Yes
	 ☐ No
	 ☐ No opinion



Please specify what (further) improvements your Parliament/Chamber would appreciate with regards to the TTIP negotiation process and its transparency:
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5. Has your Parliament/Chamber adopted any resolutions, engaged in political dialogue or taken other actions with regards to the TTIP negotiation process and its transparency? If yes, please indicate the actions:

	☐ Issued a reasoned opinion

	☐ Engaged in a political dialogue

	☐ Adopted a resolution in plenary

	☐ Adopted a resolution in committee

	☐ Other actions, please specify



Please specify the actions that have been taken:
	




Section B: TTIP READING ROOMS

6. In your Member State, has there been set up a reading room for the consolidated texts of the TTIP negotiations?

	☐ Yes
	 ☐ No



If yes, was it upon request of your Parliament/Chamber?

	☐ Yes
	 ☐ No




7. Which institution has set up the reading room?

☐ Government of the Member State
☐ The European Commission representation office
☐ The US Embassy
[bookmark: Text5]☐ Other, please specify      


8. Who has access to the TTIP reading room?

	
	Yes
	No
	N/A

	All members of the Parliament/Chamber
	
	
	

	Members of the Committee on European affairs
	
	
	

	Members of the Committee on economic affairs
	
	
	

	Members of the Committee on financial affairs
	
	
	

	Members of the Parliament upon request
	
	
	

	Members of other specific committees*
	
	
	

	Officials of the Parliament/Chamber
	
	
	

	Government officials
	
	
	

	Other institutions/organisations* 
	
	
	



*If yes, please specify below:
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9. How many members of your Parliament/Chamber have visited the reading room?

	☐	Information not available

	☐	None

	☐	1 - 5

	☐	6 - 10

	☐	11 - 20

	☐	21 - 30

	☐	31 and more



10. How often have the members of your Parliament/Chamber visited the reading room?

	☐	Information not available

	☐	Once

	☐	Sometimes

	☐	Regularly




11. Do members of your Parliament/Chamber consider the conditions of the TTIP reading room to be limiting?

	☐ Yes
	 ☐ No
	☐ No opinion



If yes, please specify the perceived limitations:

☐ Time arrangements to access/study the available documents;
☐ Location of the reading room;
☐ Inability to be accompanied by assistants or parliamentary officials, designated experts;
☐ Inability to use the internet;
☐ Language barrier;
[bookmark: Text4]☐ Other (please specify)      


12. If you wish to provide any additional information on Chapter 1, please do so below:
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CHAPTER 2: 2016: ENERGY UNION'S "YEAR OF DELIVERY"

Section A:	PARLIAMENTS’/CHAMBERS’ POSITION ON THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION’S DOCUMENTS
1. Has your Parliament/Chamber discussed the Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council of the EU concerning measures to safeguard the security of gas supply and repealing Regulation (EU) No 994/2010 (COM (2016) 52)?

☐ Yes, but without any official position adopted    	
☐ Yes, the discussion was followed by a formal position (e.g. resolution)    
☐ Yes, and the Parliament/Chamber engaged in the political dialogue with the European Commission (issued an opinion or/and a reasoned opinion)	
☐ No, the proposal has not yet been discussed     	

If yes and a position of your Parliament/Chamber has been adopted and/or opinion and/or reasoned opinion issued, please state it briefly (500 characters maximum):
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2. Has your Parliament/Chamber discussed the Proposal for a Decision of the European Parliament and of the Council of the EU on establishing an information exchange mechanism with regard to intergovernmental agreements and non-binding instruments between Member States and third countries in the field of energy and repealing Decision No 994/2012/EU (COM (2016) 53)?

☐ Yes, but without any official position adopted    	
☐ Yes, the discussion was followed by a formal position (e.g. resolution)    
☐ Yes, and the Parliament/Chamber engaged in the political dialogue with the European Commission (issued an opinion or/and a reasoned opinion)	
☐ No, the proposal has not yet been discussed     	

If yes and a position of your Parliament/Chamber has been adopted and/or opinion and/or reasoned opinion issued, please state it briefly (500 characters maximum):
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3. Which elements from the European Commission’s “Winter package” on energy security did your Parliament/Chamber identify as the most contentious?
	
	Very contentious
	Somewhat contentious
	Barely contentious
	Not contentious

	Regional cooperation
	
	
	
	

	Solidarity
	
	
	
	

	Transparency
	
	
	
	

	Definitions 
	
	
	
	

	Proportionality and subsidiarity issues
	
	
	
	

	Ex ante examination of agreements by the Commission
	
	
	
	



Other, please specify how often:
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4. Has your Parliament/Chamber discussed the following documents?

4a. The Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament, Council, the European Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions on an EU strategy for liquefied natural gas and gas storage, (COM (2016) 49) (http://www.ipex.eu/IPEXL-WEB/dossier/document/COM20160049.do)

☐ Yes, but without any official position adopted    	
☐ Yes, the discussion was followed by a formal position (e.g. resolution)    
☐ Yes, and the Parliament/Chamber plans to engage in the political dialogue with the European Commission	
☐ No, the communication has not yet been discussed     	

If your Parliament/Chamber has debated the topic, please indicate briefly (500 characters maximum) when the discussions took place and what the main conclusions were:
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4b. The Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament, Council, the European Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions - An EU Strategy on Heating and Cooling, COM (2016) 51 (http://www.ipex.eu/IPEXL-WEB/dossier/document/COM20160051.do)

☐ Yes, but without any official position adopted    	
☐ Yes, the discussion was followed by a formal position (e.g. resolution)    
☐ Yes, and the Parliament/Chamber plans to engage in the political dialogue with the European Commission 
☐ No, the communication has not yet been discussed     	

If your Parliament/Chamber has debated the topic, please indicate briefly (500 characters maximum) when the discussions took place and what the main conclusions were:
	     




5. Has your Parliament/Chamber issued any updated opinion or document on energy security since drafting the 23rd Bi-annual Report of COSAC under the Latvian Presidency in May 2015? 

	☐ Yes
	 ☐ No



If yes, please write the name of the documents and give a short description:
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6. Has your Parliament/Chamber issued any updated opinion or document on energy efficiency since drafting the 23rd Bi-annual Report of COSAC under the Latvian Presidency in May 2015? 

	☐ Yes
	 ☐ No



If yes, please write the name of the documents and give a short description:
	     



7. Has your Parliament/Chamber already started discussions on the revision of the directives on energy efficiency and on energy performance of buildings, which would be the part of the “Autumn Package” on energy efficiency? 

	☐ Yes
	☐ No 
	☐ It intends to do so


If yes, please briefly state your Parliament’s/Chamber’s position:
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8. The Energy Union Framework Strategy sets the ambition of making the European Union the global "number one in renewables". According to the view of your Parliament/Chamber, how effective the current renewable energy directive (1) has been in improving renewable energy industrial development and EU competitiveness in this sector?

☐ Significantly effective
☐ Somewhat effective
☐ Somewhat ineffective
☐ Significantly ineffective
☐ No opinion 

(1) Directive 2009/28/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 April 2009 on the promotion of the use of energy from renewable sources and amending and subsequently repealing Directives 2001/77/EC and 2003/30/EC

Section B:	SELECTED ASPECTS OF THE ENERGY UNION FROM PARLIAMENTS’/CHAMBERS’ POINT OF VIEW


9. In the opinion of your Parliament/Chamber what elements of the governance of the Energy Union will best ensure that the EU-level targets for renewables (binding at the EU level) and energy efficiency (indicative at the EU level) are delivered? Please indicate the importance of the following elements:  	

	
	Very important
	Somewhat important
	Barely important
	Not important
	No opinion 

	Integrated national climate and energy plans
	
	
	
	
	

	Looking into planning and reporting obligations
	
	
	
	
	

	Monitoring (2)
	
	
	
	
	

	Regional cooperation
	
	
	
	
	



Other, please specify together with the importance:
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(2) A transparent monitoring system by the Commission based on progress reports by Member States on the implementation of national plans, as well as on key energy and climate indicators assessing progress at EU level.

10. How important are the following elements (included in the Member States' national energy and climate plans with respect to renewable energy) for your Parliament/Chamber in order to reach the objectives of at least 27 % in 2030? Please rate the importance:
 
	
	Very important
	Somewhat important
	Barely important
	Not important
	No opinion

	Long term priorities and visions for decarbonisation and renewable energy up to 2050
	
	
	
	
	

	In relation to national/regional natural resources, specific technology relevant trajectories for renewable energy up to 2030 
	
	
	
	
	

	Overview of policies and measures in place and planned new ones 
	
	
	
	
	

	Overview of renewable energy trajectories and policies to 2050 to ensure that 2030 policies lie on the path to 2050 objectives
	
	
	
	
	

	Qualitative analysis
	
	
	
	
	

	Trajectories for electricity demand including both installed capacity (GW) and produced energy (TWh)
	
	
	
	
	

	Measures to be taken for increasing the flexibility of the energy system with regard to renewable energy production
	
	
	
	
	

	Plans for achieving electricity market coupling and integration, regional measures for balancing and reserves and how system adequacy is calculated in the context of renewable energy
	
	
	
	
	




11. Which dimensions of the Energy Union does your Parliament/Chamber consider to be the most important?
	
	Very important
	Somewhat important
	Barely important
	Not important
	No opinion 

	Energy security, solidarity and trust
	
	
	
	
	

	A fully integrated European energy market
	
	
	
	
	

	Energy efficiency contributing to moderation of demand
	
	
	
	
	

	Decarbonising the economy 
	
	
	
	
	

	Research, Innovation and Competitiveness
	
	
	
	
	




12. Has your Parliament/Chamber taken any action to support the idea of closer cooperation among the EU Parliaments/Chambers on any of the five Energy Union dimensions?

	☐ Yes
	☐ No



If yes, please briefly state in which dimension and what the concrete actions have been:
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If no, please briefly state in which dimension and what actions would your Parliament/Chamber support:
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13. If you wish to provide any additional information on Chapter 2, please do so below:
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CHAPTER 3: IMPROVING THE ROLE OF NATIONAL PARLIAMENTS
Section A: RELATIONS/COMMUNICATING WITH THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION

1. Within the mandate of the current European Commission, how have the number of visits of the EC's representatives to your Parliament/Chamber as well as number of official visits of parliamentarians/committees evolved?
	
	significantly increased
	somewhat increased
	not changed
	somewhat decreased
	significantly decreased
	No opinion

	Visits of Commissioners in your Parliament/Chamber
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Visits of officials (directors, general directors)
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Visits of your MPs' delegation to the EC
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Visits of officials of your Parliament/Chamber to the EC
	
	
	
	
	
	



2. What are the suggestions of your Parliament/Chamber to improve the relations with the European Commission in terms of organised visits both in your country and in the European Commission?
	     




3. In the experience of your Parliament/Chamber, how have the following aspects of the current European Commission’s (2014 - ) responses to the reasoned opinions issued by national Parliaments evolved?
	
	significantly improved
	somewhat improved
	not changed
	somewhat deteriorated
	significantly deteriorated
	No opinion

	Clarity of explanation
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Relevance of responses
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Specificity of responses
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Targeting your concerns
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Time taken to respond
	
	
	
	
	
	



4. According to the view of your Parliament/Chamber, is there room for improvement when communicating and exchanging with the European Commission? 
	☐ Yes
	☐ No
	☐ No opinion



If yes, please specify considering both improvements on the side of Parliaments and the European Commission.
	     




Section B: COMMUNICATING EU AFFAIRS
5. In order to increase the awareness of citizens and inform them better about EU affairs, who, according to your Parliament/Chamber, and to what extent should play a more active role in? To which degree?
	
	Should be significantly more active
	Should be more active
	No change required
	No opinion

	Parliaments/Chambers
	
	
	
	

	Governments and its ministries
	
	
	
	

	EU institutions
	
	
	
	

	Media and press
	
	
	
	

	Non-governmental organisations
	
	
	
	

	Educational institutions
	
	
	
	



Other, please specify indicating the degree:
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6. Does your Parliament/Chamber have the ambition to play a more vocal role in informing citizens about the EU affairs in general?
	☐ Yes
	 ☐ No
	☐ No position


If yes, what are the hindrances/limitations in achieving this ambition?
☐Lack of resources
☐Lack of strategy
☐Complexity of the subject and thus difficulty to communicate
☐Lack of attention from journalists/media
[bookmark: Text17]☐Other (please specify)      

7. Does your Parliament/Chamber have a special strategy for communicating the EU affairs?
	☐ Yes
	 ☐ No


If yes, what are the main principles/objectives and actions of this strategy?
	     




8. What is the main content your Parliament/Chamber does/would communicate with the public, and how often, in relation to EU affairs?
	
	Very often
	Often
	Occasionally
	Never
	No opinion

	Plenary sessions' discussions (when relevant topic is raised)
	
	
	
	
	

	EU affairs committee meetings' discussions
	
	
	
	
	

	Parliament's/ Chamber’s opinions within political dialogue with the EC
	
	
	
	
	

	Parliament’s/Chamber’s reasoned opinions
	
	
	
	
	

	Proposed EU legislation
	
	
	
	
	

	Implemented EU legislation
	
	
	
	
	



9. Do you adapt the content of your communication according to your audience? 
	☐ Yes, more than one version of communication is prepared

	☐ No, the content is general, with no adaptation


If yes, who is the main audience for which your Parliament/Chamber communicates an adapted content (in the EU affairs)? And how often is communication pursued? 
	
	Regularly
	Sometimes
	Occasionally
	Never

	Media/Journalists
	
	
	
	

	Schools, Universities
	
	
	
	

	Public in general (not segmented)
	
	
	
	

	Young people (16 - 24)
	
	
	
	



Other, please specifying the frequency with which communication is pursued:
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10. What are the main established channels used in communicating the EU affairs and with what frequency are these used in your Parliament/Chamber?
	
	Regularly
	Sometimes
	Occasionally
	Never

	Website of the Parliament/Chamber 
	
	
	
	

	Articles on logs/platforms specialising in EU affairs
	
	
	
	

	Social media
	
	
	
	

	Meetings with media/journalists
	
	
	
	

	Print publications (incl. brochures, flyers, etc.)
	
	
	
	

	Programmes aimed at schools
	
	
	
	



Other activities, please specify together with the frequency that they are used:
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11. Are the members of your Parliament/Chamber and respective committees dealing with EU affairs actively involved in communicating the EU affairs?
☐ Yes, most are actively involved
☐ Yes, some are actively involved
☐ Yes, with limited involvement
☐ No, not involved

If yes, what is the main format and frequency of their involvement?
	
	Regularly
	Sometimes
	Occasionally
	Never

	TV/radio debates
	
	
	
	

	Blogging
	
	
	
	

	Social media
	
	
	
	

	Participation in conferences/fora
	
	
	
	



Other, please specify indicating the frequency of involvement:
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12. Please specify whether your Parliament has established accounts on the following social media: 
☐ Facebook
☐ Twitter
☐ Instagram
☐ LinkedIn
[bookmark: Text15]☐ Other      

13. If you wish to provide any additional information on Chapter 3, please do so below:
	
     






13

image1.png
NARODNA RADA
SLOVENSKE] REPUBLIKY

NARODNA RADA
SLOVENSKEJ] REPUBLIKY

NATIONAL COUNCIL

OF THE SLOVAK REPUBLIC

NATIONAL COUNCIL
OF THE SLOVAK REPUBLIC

CONSEIL NATIONAL
DE LA REPUBLIQUE SLOVAQUE

CONSEIL NATIONAL
DE LA RFI'UKLI(\LUE SLOVAQUE

@ a e @ @

KANCELARIA NARODNEJ RADY
SLOVENSKEJ] REPUBLIKY

@ KANCELARIA NARODNEJ RADY
‘%A\\[j) SLOVENSKE] REPUBLIKY

B
4
%

a

3

CHANCELLERY OF THE NATIONAL COUNCIL
OF THE SLOVAK REPUBLIC

CHANCELLERY OF THE NATIONAL COUNCIL
OF THE SLOVAK REPUBLIC

@)
=

*

BUREAU DU CONSEIL NATIONAL
DE LA REPUBLIQUE SLOVAQUE

BUREAU DU CONSEIL NATIONAL
DE LA REPUBLIQUE SLOVAQUE





image2.png
s’
SK e ¢ EU2016

Slovak Presidency of the Council
of the European Union




