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Honourable Members,
Ladies and gentlemen,
Thank you for giving me this opportunity to exchange views with you on the functioning and democratic controls of the European Union Agencies. 
It is a great pleasure to be here before you and have the possibility on behalf of the EU Agencies to present ourselves. The Agencies welcome the interest of the National Parliaments in their work and governance. We are looking forward to further enhance our cooperation and working relations in the years to come. I see this conference as an important step forward in bringing the Agencies closer to your expectations and needs.  
Allow me to begin this short expose by briefly introducing the Agencies and informing you about their effectiveness and accountability mechanisms currently in place. 
The EU is very much greater than the sum of its parts. Single market, a single currency, borderless travel, internal mobility are just some of the very tangible benefits that many of us cannot imagine life without today.
The EU Agencies are an important component of the European Union. They were created to meet specific needs on a case-by-case basis. They are set up by the European Parliament and the Council of the European Union to carry out specific legal, technical or scientific tasks. We work alongside the main EU institutions and Member States, delivering evidence-based advice to help shape informed policies and laws at the EU and national level. We carry out risk assessments, perform supervisory functions and certification tasks. We identify, assess and communicate current and emerging threats.
We add value and serve the citizens by promoting the sharing of information and expertise in areas that impact the lives of Europe’s 500 million citizens.
Around the world, respected and well-known agencies such as the Food and Drug Administration in the US, have been created to give expert advice to their national administration. EU Agencies were similarly created to help implement EU policies more efficiently and to respond to particular needs identified by the EU institutions and Member States. The agencies work on a wide range of areas that touch the lives of everyone across the EU on land, at sea, in the air. The agencies cover the food we eat, the medicine we take, chemicals, education, work, transport, the environment, not to mention justice, security and our fundamental rights. This list is not exhaustive, but serves to give a flavour of some of the many specialist areas we work on.
The Agencies are not only essential for the implementation of the EU policies and programmes, but also enable economies of scale. In many sectors, Agencies reduce the overall costs to taxpayers. Put simply, it can often be cheaper to do a task once at EU level than to replicate it 28 times at national. And just to reassure you, the Agencies consume altogether only 0,6% of the overall EU budget.
Allow me give you some examples.
· Getting here many of you probably either flew or took the train. Did you know that the safety of your flight was ensured by the European Aviation Safety Agency, EASA? Since 2007 there has not been a year with over one fatal accident involving an aeroplane operated by an EASA Member State. Moreover, it’s no longer necessary for each Member State to issue separate certificate. Now we have one single certification system that covers the entire European Union. This represents great savings of administrative costs, and more importantly, it ensures universal respect of safety standards. Similarly, in the past the train going from Brussels to Rome would require several certificates from each state. Now only one certificate is needed issued by the European Railways Agency. Thanks to work of this agency the EU citizens enjoy one of the safest rail sectors in the world. The railways are now safer, more efficient and offer a more attractive transport choice 
· The agencies play a vital role in the area of security. The international organised crime is becoming even better organised and cross-border. Here again EU bodies are at the vanguard. EUROPOL’s European Cybercrime Centre is at the forefront of combatting borderless cybercrime. The Eurojust, the EU’s Judicial Cooperation Unit coordinates investigations and prosecutions across all Member States, and improves cooperation between national authorities. In 2013 alone, it assisted over 1,500 cases of terrorism, human and drug trafficking, fraud, corruption, cybercrime, financial crime, as well as organised and environmental crime. That year it also supported the set-up of over 100 cross border joint investigation teams between judicial and police authorities.
· The agencies work for the benefit of the EU citizens in nearly all areas that impact they lives. We look into the improvement of health, living and working conditions, monitor the compliance with the EU standards in food safety, market security, chemicals used in the EU territory. We also work to ensure that Union’s values are respected. An important part of this work is undertaken by my own agency that helps to make the fundamental rights a reality for all in the EU.  Our work has shown that anyone can be a victim, and many are. We give voice to the general public and hard-to-reach populations – such as ethnic minorities, children and people with disabilities. We work closely with EU institutions, Member States, National Parliaments, civil societies on issues such as data protection violations, access to justice and hate crime. Last March for example, our work revealed the extent of violence against women in the EU today: one in three women in the EU have experienced physical and/or sexual violence at some point in their lives. That is 62 million women; that’s more than the population of Italy.
· And that’s not all. The Europe’s Centre for Disease Prevention and Control continues to monitor and assess the risk posed by Ebola to Europe. The European Medicines Agency dealt with over 1 million adverse drug reports from healthcare professionals and patients in 2013. The EU’s centre registering trademarks and designs, OHIM, has received around 1.2 million trademark applications from nearly every single country and territory in the world since it began to accept applications registrations in 1996. These are just few examples of the scope and effectiveness of the Agencies’ operational activities. 
I’m glad to see in your twenty-second bi-annual report that many Agencies contribute also to your work. 16 out of 33 Parliaments/Chambers made use of information or expertise provided by the Agencies. What is more, it seems that the majority of you would like to improve the relations. I realise that much still needs to be done to build on this potential. Let me reassure you that the Agencies remain committed to enhance the cooperation. I hope that today’s debate will pave the way for future actions that will bring the Agencies closer to National Parliaments.  
Let me turn to the issue of accountability. Allow me to provide you in the next few minutes with brief information on the existing mechanisms and key controls.   
The governance structure is agreed by the Commission, Parliament and the Council in Agency’s founding acts. Every agency is overseen by a Management Board, mostly composed of representatives from each Member State. Depending on the mandate and area of activities of the Agency, the board also include representatives of the European Commission, and may include representatives of the European Parliament, stakeholders and observers. 
Most agencies received their funding largely from the EU budget. With an exception of the fee-receiving Agencies that collect fees and charge for their services, of which two are fully self-financed. 
EU-funded agencies receive their funding on a quarterly basis. Each quarter they apply for an instalment explaining what the money is needed for. The Commission may decline an Agency’s request if it finds that the agency has sufficient funds from previous instalments. 
The accounts of every EU-funded agency is bi-annually audited by the European Court of Auditors and discharged by the European Parliament. The Agencies are also regularly audited by the Commission’s Internal Audit Service that looks into agencies’ internal procedures, efficiency and performance. 
Three European Parliamentary Committees regularly assess the work of agencies and oversee the general development of the agency network. These are the Constitutional Affairs Committee, the Budget Committee and the Budget Control Committee. They determine each agency’s annual budget, and scrutinise how each agency have spent the money, before deciding whether the budget can be discharged.
[bookmark: _GoBack]In short, parliamentary oversight over the EU agencies may include questions, inquiries, hearings, budget discharge, visits and committee contact. 
The specialised European Parliamentary committees follow the work of the relevant EU Agencies. In our case, we work mostly with the Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs Committee (LIBE) but only yesterday I was speaking to the Employment and Social Affairs Committee. These committees prepare the legislative framework, negotiate with the Council of the European Union, and follow up on evaluations, reports from general society and reports from Court of Auditors. They also issue an opinion on budgetary request of the Agency and its discharge. 
In the European Commission, each Agency is assigned to a Directorate General in line with the field of its activities. The DGs play important role in assessing the Agencies’ performance, efficiency and development path. 
The EU institutions and bodies hold the agencies politically, financially and judicially accountable for their activities. These include the European Commission, Council, Parliament, as well as the European Court of Justice, the European Court of Auditors, the Internal Audit Service, the European Anti-Fraud Office and the European Ombudsman. 
Stakeholders also work very closely with many agencies, providing valuable input to the tasks being carried out. This includes helping to steer preliminary preparations, providing feedback on interim and final results as well as aiding in the dissemination and take up of findings. Agencies like my own and others like the EU borders agency, Frontex, and the Asylum Support Office, EASO, the Food Safety Authority, EFSA, etc. have established consultative fora to engage with civil society organisations. 
In addition, many EU agencies are forging ever closer ties to Member States through focal points in national administrations, national parliaments and corresponding national bodies. Such vital mechanisms ensure there is a constant dialogue as the basis of a strong working partnership, which guarantees that information is shared and national needs are recognised and addressed. Not only that, thematic working parties of Member State representatives also ensure that issues of particular concern are tackled directly.
So what does the future hold?
Currently, EU agencies are well on the way to ensure greater coherence in the way they function with a view to improving agencies’ efficiency and accountability. Many measures are nearing completion or will be completed within next months. This follows directly from the European Commission’s roadmap on implementation of the common approach for EU Agencies. The approach agreed upon by the three institutions: Parliament, Commission and Council. 
Last year, the European Commission, Parliament and Council have agreed to create a new inter-institutional working group to look specifically at decentralised agencies’ resources, to jointly define a clear development path for agencies. 
In parallel, we are actively looking into possibilities of expanding areas of cooperation, increasing transparency and efficiency in all areas of our work. This includes introducing modern technologies into public administration and effective business tools such as Activity Based Budgeting, Activity Based Management and Activity Based Costing. 
In conclusion,
We are formally held accountable to EU institutions but we feel accountable also to the EU citizens. The democratic deficit of the EU institutions, bodies and agencies have been of a concern for many decades. Much has changed and improved and yet more can still be done to increase citizens’ trust in the EU. This debate takes place in the time when many citizens of the EU face economic hardships and Member States struggle with budgetary constraints. The Agencies being located in the Member States, close to citizens, understand the difficult economic situation that EU finds itself in. The Agencies remain fully committed to provide their fair share of the measures required to address the difficult economic situation. We will continue to play our part in assisting the EU and its Member States to stimulate growth, create jobs and build a more inclusive society for Europe.
There are many challenges ahead of us.  We are looking forward to hearing your ideas and enhance our cooperation. I’m at your disposal together with other Agencies to actively support your work.
On this note I would like to thank you honourable members for your interest in the future of the Agencies. It will be a real pleasure to work together in the next challenging years. And it is our turn to listen to you.    
Thank you. 
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