AMENDMENTS 
proposed by the delegation of the Romanian Chamber of Deputies’ European Affairs Committee, to the CONCLUSIONS of the L COSAC 
ORIGINAL TEXT:
1.2 COSAC notes the challenge facing the COSAC Secretariat of many delayed replies to the questionnaire. It calls on Parliaments to try to ensure more timely responses are provided to aid the work of the Secretariat in preparing Bi-annual Reports and the work of the Presidency Parliament in preparing for COSAC plenary meetings. 

AMENDMENT to 1.2 
Add text at the end of paragraph: “At the same time it calls on the Presidency Parliament and the Presidential Troika to ensure that questionnaires do not pose a challenge to respondents either in political terms, or in form.”
NEW TEXT of 1.2
1.2 COSAC notes the challenge facing the COSAC Secretariat of many delayed replies to the questionnaire. It calls on Parliaments to try to ensure more timely responses are provided to aid the work of the Secretariat in preparing Bi-annual Reports and the work of the Presidency Parliament in preparing for COSAC plenary meetings. At the same time it calls on the Presidency Parliament and the Presidential Troika to ensure that questionnaires do not pose a challenge to respondents either in political terms, or in form.

EXPLANATION:
The last questionnaire contains hard to be answered questions, as for instance in questions no. 12 and 13, or other duplicating or confusing questions, having been indicated as such by a number of respondents, who have answered: “not formally discussed”, “see answer in question x”, or simply did not answer at all. This is proof of a trouble causing type of questionnaire which is bound to delay replies or gather irrelevant answers.
ORIGINAL TEXT:
1.3. COSAC appreciates the practice introduced by the Irish Presidency to organise informal sessions during the plenary meetings of COSAC. It recognises such sessions as a useful means of exchanging views on procedures and practices relevant to parliamentary scrutiny and on topical EU matters. COSAC thanks those involved in the sessions held in Vilnius and calls on future Presidencies to continue working to that end by putting forward topics for focused informal discussions. 

AMENDMENT to 1.3 

Add text at the end of paragraph: “…while accordingly establishing an appropriate number of topics in the main agenda, in such a way as to avoid diluting the substance of information exchanged and the role of debates in plenary.”
NEW TEXT of 1.3

1.3. COSAC appreciates the practice introduced by the Irish Presidency to organise informal sessions during the plenary meetings of COSAC. It recognises such sessions as a useful means of exchanging views on procedures and practices relevant to parliamentary scrutiny and on topical EU matters. COSAC thanks those involved in the sessions held in Vilnius and calls on future Presidencies to continue working to that end by putting forward topics for focused informal discussions, while accordingly establishing an appropriate number of topics in the main agenda, in such a way as to avoid diluting the substance of information exchanged and the role of debates in plenary.
EXPLANATION:
In previous COSAC meetings have been voiced concerns over the too heavy agenda. If to that heavy agenda, informal appendixes would be added, the time for presenting and debating topics in the formal agenda would be insufficient.
As a matter of fact point 2.2. in the COSAC Rules of Procedure allows convening extraordinary meetings, while point 2.6 allows convening working groups. Replacing these forms of organizing the works, by informal discussions may affect the structure of the organisation. 
ORIGINAL TEXT:

2.1. COSAC recalls that the co-financing of the current Permanent Member and the office of the COSAC Secretariat and website maintenance costs ends on 31 December 2013. The Irish Presidency, in the first half of 2013, invited Parliaments to renew their commitment to the co-financing agreement for the period from 1 January 2014 to 31 December 2015. So far 38 Chambers of 27 national Parliaments have signed and sent their letters of intent indicating that they are willing to participate in the co-financing for the above stated period. COSAC welcomes the fact that this number is above the minimum threshold, therefore the co-financing of the Permanent Member and the office of the COSAC Secretariat and the costs of website maintenance will continue. COSAC invites the remaining few Parliaments to submit letters of intent as soon as possible. 

AMENDMENT to 2.1:  
Replace the word “Parliaments” in the last line, by “Chambers”
NEW TEXT of 2.1
2.1. COSAC recalls that the co-financing of the current Permanent Member and the office of the COSAC Secretariat and website maintenance costs ends on 31 December 2013. The Irish Presidency, in the first half of 2013, invited Parliaments to renew their commitment to the co-financing agreement for the period from 1 January 2014 to 31 December 2015. So far 38 Chambers of 27 national Parliaments have signed and sent their letters of intent indicating that they are willing to participate in the co-financing for the above stated period. COSAC welcomes the fact that this number is above the minimum threshold, therefore the co-financing of the Permanent Member and the office of the COSAC Secretariat and the costs of website maintenance will continue. COSAC invites the remaining few Chambers to submit letters of intent as soon as possible. 

EXPLANATION: 
There are 28 member states, so it appears to be only one national Parliament missing
ORIGINAL TEXT:
3.1. COSAC supports closer and more constructive interparliamentary cooperation and active participation in EU policy shaping. COSAC encourages Parliaments to actively share best practices and information and to engage in a coordinated discussion on EU’s political matters of importance to the majority of Parliaments. 
AMENDMENTS to 3.1:  

A) Add the expression “of national Parliaments” in the second line, after “participation”

B) Delete the text “of importance to the majority of Parliaments” at the end of the paragraph
C) Add text at the end of the paragraph: “including the call for organising extraordinary meetings of COSAC, under point 2.2 of the Rules of Procedure.”
NEW TEXT of 3.1

3.1. COSAC supports closer and more constructive interparliamentary cooperation and active participation of national Parliaments in EU policy shaping. COSAC encourages Parliaments to actively share best practices and information and to engage in a coordinated discussion on EU’s political matters, including the call for organising extraordinary meetings of COSAC, under point 2.2 of the Rules of Procedure. 
EXPLANATION: 
A) to be clear whose participation is being supported by COSAC

B) The struck through text “of importance to the majority of Parliaments” is superfluous. 
C) Should a large number of national Parliaments wish to join in a meeting, there is no reason why this meeting would not be organized in the framework of COSAC itself, since point 2.2 of the Rules of Procedure provides for the possibility to organize extraordinary meetings of COSAC at the request of an absolute majority of the Chairpersons of the Committees for Union Affairs of the national Parliaments and of the representatives of the European Parliament. 
Organising extraordinary meetings of COSAC averts the risk of replacing or duplicating COSAC by another organisation.
ORIGINAL TEXT:

3.4. COSAC expresses its hope that there will soon be a full debate on the convening of a Convention on the Future of Europe, which will deal with the role of national Parliaments among other important topics, and calls on future Presidencies to consider this topic to be put on the agenda of the forthcoming meetings of COSAC. 

AMENDMENT to 3.4: 
Replace the expression “deal with” in the second line, by “acknowledge the contribution of the national Parliaments to the good functioning of the Union and forward substantial proposals to further enhance...”
NEW TEXT of 3.4:

3.4. COSAC expresses its hope that there will soon be a full debate on the convening of a Convention on the Future of Europe, which will acknowledge the contribution of the national Parliaments to the good functioning of the Union and forward substantial proposals to further enhance the role of national Parliaments among other important topics, and calls on future Presidencies to consider this topic to be put on the agenda of the forthcoming meetings of COSAC. 

EXPLANATION: 
The quest to ensure the best standard of democratic legitimacy in the decision making process can be achieved if national Parliaments will have their role increased.
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