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Purpose of the Eastern Partnership policy – to support those, who seek political association and economic integration with the EU.  And – most importantly – those, who wish to transform their political systems, economies and societies according to the EU model.
Today our cooperation with Eastern European partners is as intense as never and our operational toolkit is as rich as never. We are approaching finalization of 4 Association Agreements, including DCFTAs. 4 out of 6 partners are stepping formally into closer political and economic relationship with the EU – it is quite a score. 

We hope that in Vilnius we will be able to sign the AA/DCFTA with Ukraine. We also look forward to the earliest possible signature of the AA/DCFTAs with the Republic of Moldova, Georgia and Armenia and hope that in Vilnius we will take an important step in that direction, first and foremost by initialling these agreements, and by marking progress in negotiations with Azerbaijan. I also hope that Belarus will be represented at the Eastern Partnership summit. 

For Lithuania, Vilnius Summit is seen both as the target in achieving first very concrete results of the Eastern Partnership, but also as an important milestone in setting a longer term perspective for the policy. 

Here let me stress the importance of implementation of AA/DCFTAs - they have the greatest potential to bring the irreversible changes in the region; this is the way and instrument to get closer to the EU as much as countries wish that themselves.

To unlock the transformative power of the Association agreement, including its trade part (DCFTA), not only signature, but also start of its implementation is important - thus we should proceed with provisional application as soon as possible.

We should consider seriously the cost of future implementation of the agreements for the countries: implementation of DCFTA means nothing but acceptance of around 80 percent of EU acquis. This implies difficult and costly reforms, thus we need to support Eastner partners both financially and politically. Thus, adequate financial recources and meaningful future perspectives are needed. 

Let’s not leave our Eastern partners on their own, but let’s help them – and do this in a pro-active way – just as Europe helped us at our time.  I am sure we are on the right track. Just as we were serious when creating Eastern partnership, we have now to be serious in ensuring it delivers very concrete results given that the momentum is there. 
