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COMMITTEE OF THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF THE SLOVAK REPUBLIC
,Lo ON EUROPEAN AFFAIRS

\V Milan URBANI
Chairman

Bratislava, 10 September 2007
VEZ - 42 -35/2007

Dear Mr. Chairman,

Thank you for your letter reacting to my proposal to raise the issue on the
availability of agendas and documents of the Council meetings during the following
COSAC rmeeting. Based on the discussion of the vice-chairman of our committee
Mr. Marog Kondrot with you and some other colleagues at the Chairpersons meeting
in Lisbon, 1 would like to kindly ask you to include one paragraph concerning this
issue to the draft conclusions of the COSAC meeting. Nevertheless, our delegation
sha!l raise the question of forwarding Council documents during the debate on some

of the topics on the COSAC agenda.
i am lvoking forward to seeing you soon in Estoril.

Y ours sincerely

Mr. Vitalino Canas

Fresident

Toruniteee on Buropean Affairs
Assernblivia da Rapublica
Portuguese Republic



MM TTEE OF THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF THE SLOVAK REPUBLIC
ON EURCPEAN AFI'AIRS

MMilon UKRANI

Crangntur

Brutislova, 27 fune 2007
VE7Z - 42 15/2007
for  Mr "."itaimo € ands
Presiden
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Dear Mr. Chairman,

Let me appreciate in the capacity of the Chairman of Committee on European
Affairs of Nationai Council of the Siovak Republic a gradual application of the
Furopean Usmminsion initieiive of diect communication of documents to the
nativnal parbaments, as wel! as carrying out the subsidiarity and proportionality
checks wiihin the COSAC domain. The direct communication of all initiative
documents and recornizing the stipulaticns made by the national parliaments with
regaid to the mentioned dor“umer-tb shall certainly eliminate the 90-”a]led democratic

deficit in the decision~-making, process in the Furopean Unrion and contribute to the
raising cf the citizens” national Bnropean awareness.

At the same time | support the idea of openness and transparency of the
Council ¢t the Hurepean Union meetings, especially as regards the discussions about
the propozals seloctod by the COSAC oo a2 cubiect of subsidiarity and proportionality

cheecks. fiwse topics ha ve alren dy beer: on the COSAT agenda for a 1onm=r time, the
regular discussions bearing their fruitful results.

When mentioning the Courwii of the European Union, I would like to draw
your attention to an important faci which to a certain extent complicates the work of
our Cornmitiee on Furopean Affairs. Specifically, it happens too often that the
alises the agenda of its mectings very latc. Sometimes the relevant
doctiments — their final versions - are not available even one-two days prior to the
meeting itself. Therefore, cverr lho'r'}' our commiittee disposes with the power to
aporove binding zmandates (or rafnisters attending. respec tive Council meetings, it
happony on a regular Basis Hhar the specific pileces 0F infermation from the ministers

concerniny the pdrtz-:u!a" issiies on the Council azenda arc not available for us.
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Howevar ihe astablished soactios of the Council meeting s preparatices, provents
this control mechanism from: being effective considerably. [ am of the opinion, that i
the future, COSAC should take account of this aspect of the European Affairs as well.

I consider the direct communication of the European Commission documents,
the control of their compliance with the subsidiarity and proportionality principles,
forwarding of the national parliaments” positions to the Luropean Commission and
the respective responses to be successful steps towards strengthening the national
parliaments” role in the European Union. However, I am proposing to make another
move towards the democratic deficit elimination. Let us appeal to the Council
Presidency with the demarnd or the final versions of the Council meetings programs
and tinal versions of documents to be prepared in a sufficicnt time advance. I am of
the opinion, that COSAC is the most appropriate forum for this topic to be discussed
sitwe the COSAC Presidency corresponds with the Council one. For this reason I am
asking you to put this item in the COSAC draft programme. In other case I would
suggest that Mr. José Socrates, Prime-Minister of the Portuguese Republic, addresses
this issue during his speech on the Portuguese Presidency and the Future of Europe.

Dear Mr. Chairman, hereby [ would like to ask you for your support
concerning this matter.

Yours sincerely



