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HELLENIC PARLIAMENT

Questiornaire for the Parliaments of Member- States
XXIrd COSAC- Versailles,16-17 October 2000

Scrubiny of European Policy by member- States® national parliaments
i ai £ ellepic Parli

1. Since 1995, has the role of your Committee been modified, either in its proceedings
or in its relationship 1o other hodies in your Parliament?

1.1 The role of the Committec for Evropean Affairs of the Hellenic Parliament has
been sipnificantly uperaded in 1996, by a relevamt decision of 1he Plenary of the

a Hellenic Parliament, The aforementioned decision has added a new article 10 the
Rules of Proceedings of the Hellenic Parliament, narely 418,

1.2,Article 41B of the Rules of Procesdings erants to the Committee for European
Affzirs the following competences:

- 10 invile the competent Minister for its information

- to organise hearings

- 10 Wwvite 10 meetings Greek members of the Furopean Parfiament or other uscful
parties

- o send delegations of its members 10 the competent committees or other organs of
the European Parliament or National Parliaments, in ovder 1o jointly discuss the
Union’s documents

-to formulate opinion to the Minister, concerning the suggested appropriate stance at
the Council’s meetings

-to be briefed by the Minister on dcbates having taken place, on decisions made. as
well as on the standpoint he formulated.

1.3, The Committee for Buropean Affairs cooperates with the Standing Commitrees

o granted with respective compirences, In what coneerns issues of particular
significance and issues of commeon competence, there is a possibility of joint
meéetings.

2. Do you think that your Commiltee receives Furopean legislative praposals in
sufficient tme? Has the protocol on the role of the Nationa) Parliaments in the
European Union of the Treaty of Amsterdam improved the situation?

The Commitiee for European affairs of the Hellenic Pacliament endeavours to set the
bases for a repular’and full cooperation with the Hellenic Ministry for Foreign
Affairs, which is responsible for its information. The Protocol of the Amsterdam
trealy has led the Committee to increase the initiatives on its bricfing by the
Government, to the adoption of an Opinion on the engoing Intergovermmienyal
Conference and to its participation to the drafting of the Charter of Fundamenta]
Rights of the Buropean Uniop.
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of national parliaments in the European Union of the Treaty of Amsterdam. In your
opinion, is this definition satisfactory or do you think that some acts, not deemed asg
legislatve by art.7, shonld be includsd in the definition?

In the framework of the Greek systern of scrutiny of Buropean Policy by the
Government, the Governmeni has 10 send to the President of the Parliament, upon
their forwardine 1o the Council of Ministers of the European Union, all the Union
documents preke.nﬁng Interest fo the Hellenic Republic, and cspecially thoge
concerning:

-drafi treaties, joint positions, actions or, generally, acts that the Unjop intends to
adopt in the framework of loreign affairs

- draft binding acts of derived law, such as draft regulations and directives

~documents on general egonomic, political and social directions of the Union, such ag
documents of the White Papers a.o.

Nevertheless, we are far enough from being sarisfied from the i mplt':memation.

5. Do you think YOur committes is sufficiently informed and in good time . on the
proceedings of other BU affairs Committees? In what Wways could the sysiem be
improved?

Ihe briefing is general and partial. The System could be improved by the use of
modemn communication methods, the adoption of joint acljon programmes, especially
on the important Union affairs, and through the improvement of the coordinating role
of the COSAC,



