The German federal minister for the environment, Mr Klaus Topfer, addressed the meeting on
environmental issues. The Minister recalled the importance of the Conference in Rio de Janeiro that had
sought to agree ways to reduce green house gases. The German Bundeskanzler, Mr Helmut Kohl, made a
speech on European integration that underlined the importance of national parliaments in the integration
process and pleaded for the participation of parliaments in the preparatory works to the IGC in 1996.

The final debate was on the application of the subsidiarity principle, which had been enshrined in the
Maastricht Treaty in Article 3B and fleshed out in declarations from the European Council in Birmingham
and Edinburgh in autumn 1992.



