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1. Priorities of the IPEX Board 2010 (adopted by the IPEX Board, 28 May 2010)

Developing IPEX, the Interparliamentary EU Information Exchange, as a suitable and important platform for the exchange of EU-related information between the national parliaments

The Treaty of Lisbon makes it necessary for the national parliaments to share more information and cooperate more closely in their deliberations on EU legislative proposals, including their subsidiarity implications. IPEX offers a suitable platform for this, enabling a national parliament to make its assessments and other opinions on European legislative proposals available to the other national parliaments. IPEX is an European Union network between the National Parliaments and the European Parliament. Information is shared by an online website, for which the General Secretariat of the European Parliament provides financial and technical means to further develop and host the site. Alongside COSAC, meetings of the specialised committees, interparliamentary meetings and the national parliaments’ liaison of​fices in Brussels, IPEX is one of the major pillars of interparliamentary communica​tion at EU level. To enable national parliaments to cooperate more closely, coordi​nate their approaches or share more information, IPEX must be developed into a rapid, up-to-date and active means of communication. The IPEX Board will work together with the European Parliament to improve cooperation with the European Commission and the Council in respect of an information platform to which all sides contribute content, and will seek to encourage national parliaments to make greater use of it.

Contributing to a strengthening of the national parliaments’ rights to receive in​formation and participatory rights vis-à-vis their governments

Alongside information-sharing about specific proposals for European legislation, the sharing of experiences as regards access to information and the relationship between parliament and government is becoming increasingly important. It is therefore intended for the fundamental national legal and administrative regula​tions regarding the individual national parliaments’ rights to receive information and participatory rights to be made available via IPEX.

Making more frequent use of the European Commission’s offer of Informal Politi​cal Dialogue, intensifying working contacts between the national parliaments’ representatives at the European Parliament and between the IPEX correspon​dents

Within the framework of the Informal Political Dialogue, the national parliaments are explicitly encouraged to state their opinions to the EU Commission on substan​tive issues, in addition to monitoring subsidiarity. IPEX offers a suitable platform for this; it can also be used for bilateral information-sharing between the individual national parliaments or for contacts with the European Parliament. The IPEX cor​respondents are not only able to draw on information in the form of documents, but also access other parliamentary information sources, and can in this way take on a broader reporting function. Existing information services provided by the na​tional parliaments, regular meetings of the correspondents and contacts with par​liamentary staff members dealing with European affairs should be used to expand the sharing of EU-related information between the national parliaments. In this context, the IPEX Board will seek to strengthen the links with the national parlia​ments’ representatives in Brussels.

Improving the transparency of parliamentary activities and making information available

The reliability of the data and the speed with which it can be accessed is very im​portant. More user-friendly layouts and search options could contribute to this. The IPEX Board supports a simplified IPEX homepage and better navigation and search options, to allow a clear presentation of subsidiarity checks and national parliaments’ special rights to make known their opposition in the case of the sim​plified treaty revision procedure under the Treaty of Lisbon (e.g. use of the passerelle clause under Article 48 (7) of the Treaty on European Union). The results of the Technical Working Group (TWIG) will be given due consideration.

Establishing standards for EU digital data and documents and making the data more up-to-date and reliable via the data transfer language xml

The IPEX Board will promote, in cooperation with the EU institutions and National Parliaments, the establishment of standards for EU digital data and documents, submitting a report to the next Speaker’s Conference.

The data transfer language xml makes it possible to automate the transmission to IPEX of metadata and texts from national parliamentary databases. Manual trans​mission will remain possible. The national parliaments are free to choose the op​tion they wish to use.

The IPEX Board is seeking, via the use of automated methods, to speed up the addi​tion of information and enhance the reliability of the data.

Promoting IPEX to European citizens as a service providing information about interparliamentary action

The IPEX Board will seek to make interparliamentary cooperation on EU matters accessible to European citizens via IPEX. This includes providing explanatory text and links on a Wikipedia page about IPEX. Bringing EU matters closer to the people also means, in the long term, publishing the IPEX website in the languages of the EU. Offering fundamental texts and opinions of the national parliaments in English, French and other EU languages represents a first step in this direction.
2. IPEX FACTS AND FIGURES 2010
In 2010 the IPEX website experienced a substantial growth in the number of users, with over 70,000 visitors from January to November 2010 – which translates to 300-800 visitors per day. In comparison, between January and December 2008, there were fewer than 18,000 unique visitors and, in 2009, this number was 41,000.In the first 11 months of 2010, nearly 4,000,000 documents/pages were viewed on IPEX.

Documents and scrutiny updates from national parliaments

The number of documents from national parliaments has also witnessed a strong growth with a total of 28,439 documents. Comparing this to 2009 (22,582), we note that there is a substantial growth in documents. On average, this translates to about 650 documents per chamber. However, due to the varying types of scrutiny systems employed by national parliaments, the number of scrutiny updates from participating parliaments varies greatly.

The XML project

The 'XML feed' project, launched in the beginning of 2009, aims to automate the transmission of information relating to the scrutiny process from National Parlia​ments to IPEX using structured electronic messages.

In April 2009 the possibility of allowing the IPEX server to receive and process such structured messages was successfully implemented. Subsequently, National Par​liaments were able to begin making the necessary developments in their IT systems to automate extraction and transmission.

Currently, six chambers (Czech Senate, Eduskunta, French Senate, Irish Houses of Oireachtas, Italian Senate and the Slovakian National Council) have successfully completed those developments. An additional 10 chambers have started to se​riously consider the project or are involved in developments.

Taking advantage of the new transmission possibilities on IPEX, the Italian Chamber of Deputies has developed a valuable tool called "XML editor" that is made availa​ble to any other National Parliament wishing to manually upload information in a simplified way.

Reasoned opinions
With the entry into force of the Lisbon Treaty,, a variety of new documents and procedures have been implemented into IPEX. The 8-week subsidiarity check car​ried out by the National Parliaments has shown again how important the exchange of information between the National Parliaments is. Currently, IPEX contains about 27 reasoned opinions relating to 12 different proposals.

Commission documents

As of December 2010, 753 Commission documents (COM docs) have been up​loaded to IPEX. 

The Commission’s page showing the opinions of national parliaments transmitted in the framework of the Informal Political Dialogue also provides a link to IPEX. The same section in IPEX is expected to be fully integrated in the IPEX database in 2011.

Future development – IPEX 2.0

At its meeting in October 2009, the IPEX Board established a technical working group, co-chaired by the Swedish and European Parliament. The working group met twice, as well as exchanging information by mail and telephone. The project description for the IPEX 2.0 was approved by the Board during its meeting on 28 May 2010. The current time plan foresees the launch of an improved IPEX website by mid 2011.

Meetings

In 2010, the IPEX Board met twice, on 28 May and 15 November 2010. The Central Support held four meetings, namely on 3 May, 21 June, 27 September and 15 No​vember 2010. The Correspondents met on 16 November 2010 in Berlin. The Contact Group of the Central Support met on 22 June 2010 with representatives of the General Secre​tariats of the Commission and the Council.

ANNEX 1 – Documents and scrutiny updates from national parliaments – Dec. 2010

Chambers  




Number of pages added


Austria - Bundesrat : 




55
Austria - Nationalrat : 




59
Belgium - Chambre des Représentants/
Kamer van volksvertegenwoordigers : 


103
Belgium - Sénat / Senaat : 




498
Bulgaria - Narodno Sobranie : 



47
Croatia - Hrvatski Sabor : 




2
Cyprus - Vouli Antiprosopon : 



7
Czech Republic - Poslanecká Sněmovna : 


1811
Czech Republic - Senát : 




354
Denmark - Folketinget : 




778
Estonia - Riigikogu : 




266
Finland - Eduskunta : 




450
Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia - Sobranie : 

1
France - Assemblée Nationale : 



1137
France - Sénat : 





278
Germany - Bundesrat : 




665
Germany - Bundestag : 




2350
Greece - Vouli Ton Ellinon : 




39
Hungary - Országgyülés : 




73
Ireland - Tithe an Oireachtais - Dáil Éireann / Seanad Éireann : 
1517
Italy - Camera dei Deputati : 



2364
Italy - Senato della Repubblica : 



166
Latvia - Saeima : 





15
Lithuania - Seimas : 




105
Luxembourg - Chambre des Députés : 


357
Malta - Il-Kamra Tad-Deputati : 



669
Poland - Sejm : 





1866
Poland - Senat : 





1580
Portugal - Assembleia da República : 



356
Romania - Camera Deputatilor : 



9
Romania - Senatul : 




29
Slovakia - Národná Rada Slovenskej Republiky :

667
Slovenia - Državni Svet Republike Slovenije : 


8
Slovenia - Državni Zbor Republike Slovenije : 


180
Spain - Congreso de los Diputados : 



72
Spain - Senado : 





699
Sweden - Riksdagen : 




3264
The Netherlands - Eerste Kamer : 



330
The Netherlands - Tweede Kamer : 



325
Turkey - Türkiye Büyük Millet Meclisi : 


1
United Kingdom - House of Commons : 


2869
United Kingdom - House of Lords : 



2016
Total : 42 chambers 




28439 pages
ANNEX 2 The increase in monthly unique visitors over the last five years
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