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Initial remarks

On 7–8 March 2010 the Secretaries General of the EU national parliaments, the European Parliament and parliaments of candidate countries gathered in the Former First Chamber of the Riksdag in Stockholm to prepare for the next EU Speakers Conference on 14-15 May. The meeting was hosted by Secretary General of the Riksdag, Mr Anders Forsberg. 

The initial part of the meeting was devoted to following up the debate on interparliamentary cooperation, launched at the IPEX forum. Mr Forsberg presented a progress report as well as suggestions regarding the two themes Subsidiarity and exchange of information and Coordination in the planning of interparliamentary meetings. The presentation was followed by a debate. The second part of the meeting was devoted to a presentation of the draft programme and discussions on agenda items for the EU Speakers Conference. From the meeting the following was noted.

Subsidiarity and exchange of information

The Secretaries General meeting encouraged the Brussels representatives, while avoiding bureaucratisation and overly rigid procedures, to work along the lines they had agreed on, in order to contribute to a systematic exchange of information concerning dossiers currently under debate. After a period of trial, the new method should be evaluated.

The meeting also proposed that the Speakers Conference should ask COSAC, by means of the biannual report, to provide the Speakers Conference with basic findings on how parliaments use the subsidiarity compliance procedure and the Barroso initiative political dialogue, as well as on experiences of the working methods of the national parliaments’ Brussels representatives. 

The Director of the European Affairs Department of the French National Assembly gave a short review of their experience of video conferences. On 26 January 2010, their Committee on European Affairs held a video conference with the Committee on Internal Market and Consumer Protection in the European Parliament on the proposal for a directive on consumer rights. The video conference in the French National Assembly was deemed to be successful and featured simultaneous interpretation. Their experience showed that it would be very useful to make use of new technology when organising meetings, but also that this would require major preparations and prior technical testing.

IPEX

The Secretaries General commissioned the IPEX board to prepare for the establishment of a non-public forum on IPEX, where parliaments will be able to share preliminary unofficial information in writing. The distinction between official and unofficial information would be made by each particular parliament who would then determine what kind of information to upload. It was stated that this complementary informal forum will also host a mailing list of designated special contacts in national parliaments and a list of envisaged priority proposals. Each Parliament/Chamber is responsible for the accuracy of both lists on their behalf. The use of the forum will also be evaluated after a period of time.

Again the importance of swift uploading of information together with summaries in English or French and information on contact persons responsible for the file was emphasised during the debate. This was discussed in the context of the subsidiarity compliance procedure, but it was stressed that exchange of information should include other information areas, or issues, presented within the political dialogue.

Upon the proposal from the German chair of the IPEX board, the board was authorised to autonomously carry out the preparations for further employment of an IPEX information officer in 2011 and 2012. The annual costs should be based on payments for 2009 and 2010. 

Coordination in the planning of interparliamentary meetings

The Secretaries General meeting found that the common base for the coordination of planning should be the format the trioplus. That is, the EU trio Presidency countries and representation from the EUSC Presidency and European Parliament should constitute the coordinating constellation and a “driving force”. It was stated that this constellation would elaborate on issues of calendar, priorities etc. For the time being there was no need to specify on what base issues of common interest should be chosen. However, it was considered important to underline the possibility of flexibility and continuity. The first and last countries of each trio should be in contact with each other to ensure such continuity.

The continued process

The current EUSC Presidency was commissioned to provide some basics on the IPEX forum on the other two areas remaining from the Speakers meeting in December. The two items are “the future role of the EU Speakers Conference” and “monitoring in the area of freedom, security and justice.” 

The Programme for the EU Speakers Conference

The Speakers will at the meeting in May address the Lisbon Treaty and consequences for national parliaments and interparliamentary cooperation. It was mentioned that in this context the role of COSAC would also need to be addressed by the Speakers.

The Presidency took note of:
- the offer that President of the Italian Chamber of Deputies, Mr Fini, would be key note speaker on issues related to justice and home affairs
- the indication that President of the Czech Senate, Mr Sobotka, would be ready to be key note speaker on interparliamentary cooperation

The Presidency would come back to these suggestions when finalising the programme.

A proposal by the EUSC Presidency to include a discussion on New technologies and communication - challenges for parliamentary work was welcomed. It was suggested that the theme could be introduced by an external opening speaker who has conducted research on the subject. The objective is to present possible problems and put the issue into a democratic context in order to provide inspiration for the following discussion. The Presidency took note of the indication that Vice President of the Italian Chamber of Deputies, Mr Lupi, would be prepared to be key note speaker on this issue.

A proposal from Portugal to demonstrate the use of new technology and to exchange best practices will be considered by the Presidency.

For the informal part 1+1 it was agreed that preparations for the World Conference of Speakers of Parliament, which the Interparliamentary Union is holding on 19-21 July 2010, should be included. A presentation would be given by the Speakers of the German Bundestag and the National Council of Austria. As proposed by the UK House of Lords, another item for the informal part was included: the financial crisis and consequences for parliamentary budgets.
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