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In 2009 the IPEX website experienced a substantial growth in the number of users with over 41.000 unique visitors between the months of January to November 2009 – which translates to 300 - 500 visits per day. In comparison between January and December 2008 there were fewer than 18.000 unique visitors.
In the first 11 months of 2009 nearly 1.000.000 documents/pages have been viewed on IPEX.

Documents and scrutiny updates from national parliaments

The number of documents from national parliaments has also witnessed a strong growth with a total of 22.582 documents. On average this translates to about 500 documents per chamber, however due to the varying types of scrutiny systems employed by national parliaments, the number of scrutiny updates from participating parliaments varies greatly (ref. annex 1).

The XML project

The XML feed project was launched by the IPEX Board to improve the content quality of the IPEX website and spread its adoption. The project, which was officially launched in the beginning of 2009, aims to automate the transfer of parliamentary EU documents and scrutiny information to IPEX. In addition to ensuring the timely update of parliamentary documents, the XML project has the added advantage of significantly reducing the time spent by each participating parliament with regard to updating and maintaining IPEX, thus reducing the resources allocated by each national parliament to IPEX.  During project development the European Parliament has created a forum allowing parliaments who wish to implement the project, to exchange information and best practices.

To date the following chambers have implemented the XML project: Eduskunta/ FINLAND, Senate/ITALY, PORTUGAL, National Council/SLOVAK REPUBLIC, Senate/CZECH REPUBLIC, Chamber of Deputies/CZECH REPUBLIC, Sejm/(POLAND), Senate (FRANCE), IRELAND. Annex 2 contains an overview of the plans for adoption for other parliamentary chambers.

Commission documents

As of November 2009, 584 Commission documents (COM docs) have been uploaded onto IPEX. 
In addition IPEX contains 83 Commission documents from which national parliaments have sent their opinions to the European Commission. The EC comment page on IPEX contains not only links to the opinions sent by each parliament/chamber to the Commission, but also the Commissions reply to each individual opinion. This section is expected to expand in 2010 with the introduction of the provisions of the Lisbon Treaty. This section of the website is expected to be fully integrated in the IPEX database during the coming year.
Future development

At its meeting in October 2009 the IPEX Board established a technical working group, co-chaired by the Swedish and European Parliament. The working groups mandate is to provide constructive input and proposals to the IPEX Central Support and Board on how to improve the current website – with a view to improving performance and introducing new features to the website. The current time plan foresees the launch of an improved IPEX website by the end of 2010. The European Parliament has agreed to provide technical support and development.

The new features will include, but are not limited to, new tools which will allow for an even greater exchange of information between parliaments with regard to the new provisions in the Treaty of Lisbon. The working groups point of departure will be based on the results of the Correspondents meeting held in 2009.
Essential modifications to the current website will be implemented in the coming months in order to allow for the exchange of information concerning reasoned opinions to the European Commission.
ANNEX 1 – Documents and scrutiny updates from national parliaments – Nov. 2009
Chambers  




Number pages added

Austria - Bundesrat : 




0
Austria - Nationalrat : 




23
Belgium - Chambre des Représentants/
Kamer van volksvertegenwoordigers : 


7
Belgium - Sénat / Senaat : 




299
Bulgaria - Narodno Sobranie : 



43
Croatia - Hrvatski Sabor : 




2
Cyprus - Vouli Antiprosopon : 



5
Czech Republic - Poslanecká Sněmovna : 


1386
Czech Republic - Senát : 




275
Denmark - Folketinget : 




751
Estonia - Riigikogu : 




263
Finland - Eduskunta : 




252
Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia - Sobranie : 

1
France - Assemblée Nationale : 



926
France - Sénat : 





256
Germany - Bundesrat : 




532
Germany - Bundestag : 




1350
Greece - Vouli Ton Ellinon : 




34
Hungary - Országgyülés : 




65
Ireland - Tithe an Oireachtais - Dáil Éireann / Seanad Éireann : 
1209
Italy - Camera dei Deputati : 



1983
Italy - Senato della Repubblica : 



84
Latvia - Saeima : 





9
Lithuania - Seimas : 




88
Luxembourg - Chambre des Députés : 


329
Malta - Il-Kamra Tad-Deputati : 



669
Poland - Sejm : 





1435
Poland - Senat : 





1134
Portugal - Assembleia da República : 



216
Romania - Camera Deputatilor : 



5
Romania - Senatul : 




8
Slovakia - Národná Rada Slovenskej Republiky :

579
Slovenia - Državni Svet Republike Slovenije : 


7
Slovenia - Državni Zbor Republike Slovenije : 


134
Spain - Congreso de los Diputados : 



7
Spain - Senado : 





675
Sweden - Riksdagen : 




2766
The Netherlands - Eerste Kamer : 



307
The Netherlands - Tweede Kamer : 



305
Turkey - Türkiye Büyük Millet Meclisi : 


1
United Kingdom - House of Commons : 


2397
United Kingdom - House of Lords : 



1733
Total : 42 chambres 




22580 pages

ANNEX 2 Interest in adoption the XML feed – collected by the XML working group from national Parliaments, together with an estimate timeframe for the adoption. Total as of 13. September 2009

	National Parliament / Chamber
	Interested
	Date foreseen

for adoption/Reason for not adopting

	Oireachtais

IRELAND
	Yes

(Development in progress)
	N/A

	Bundestag

Germany
	Yes
	Start late 2009

End spring 2010

	Saeima

Latvia
	Yes
	Still unplanned

	Chamber of Deputies

Spain
	No
	Not discarded but there are more urgent priorities to deal with

	Senate

Spain
	No
	The manual uploading system is adequate and the IT services are charged with other tasks

	Riksdagen

Sweden
	Yes
	Start in 2010

	Bundesrat
Germany
	Yes
	Not before end 2009

	Seimas

Lithuania
	Yes
	February 2010

(within the development of a new and complex e-parliament system)

	National Assembly

France
	Yes
	Still unplanned

	Senate

France
	Yes
	Start July 2010

	Nationalrat

Austria
	No
	Not for the moment. Does not exclude the possibility especially with regard to the Lisbon treaty and increased number of uploads

	Riigikogu

Estonia
	No
	Because of financial reasons. IT department will be involved again in the future

	Senate

Belgium
	No
	The decision is to support the project and not to participate. Costs are too high if compared with benefits. Decision could change in the future.

	Chamber of Deputies

Belgium
	No
	Not for the moment. Only when subsidiarity procedure is in a routine stage.

	Senate

Romania
	Yes
	May 2010

	Senate

Poland
	Yes
	Start in 2010

Finish in 2011

	Parliament

Greece
	No
	No plans because of a reorganization in the department

	Folketinget

Denmark
	Yes
	Start jan-feb 2010

	Parliament

Slovenia
	Yes
	Start in 2010

Finish in 2011

	Chamber of Deputies

Luxembourg
	No
	No plans to introduce the system

	Parliament

The Netherlands
	No
	Maybe in the future, after Lisbon treaty, adding the treatment of European proposals in the National document/decision system

	Parliament

Bulgaria
	Yes
	Still unplanned but part of a new Integrated Information System under development

	Parliament

Malta
	Yes
	2010

	Parliament
Cyprus
	Yes
	End of 2009

	Senate

The Netherlands
	Yes
	Early 2010
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